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The Society for Freshwater Science (SFS) ended 2015 in sound financial condition, with
adequate income to meet projected expenses for 2016 and sufficient assets to provide a strong
financial reserve against unanticipated events. Society revenue including dues ($70,500) and
awards income ($1,500) totaled $72,000 in 2015. Interest and dividends on the investment account
and the checking account totaled $31,919. Operating expenses were $79,264, resulting in a positive
balance for the year. The profit from the 2015 Annual Meeting in Milwaukee, WI was $14,383. The
annual meeting profit was made available to the Special Projects Fund and the Strategic Plan
Initiatives Fund. The SFS assets, including the checking account and the reserve account, were
$660,909 as of December 31, 2014. This includes the restricted funds (Student Resources
Committee, Conservation and Environmental Issues Committee, Technical Issues Committee,
Special Projects, and Strategic Plan Initiatives), which had a combined balance of $81,773.
The value of the combined SFS Endowment Funds was $655,244 as of December 31, 2015.
Awards of $ 22,700 were distributed in 2015 by the Endowment Committee from interest and
dividends earned during 2014 and a donation from the SRC. Interest and dividends earned on the
Endowment Funds in 2015 ($29,856) are available for awards in 2016. A total of $11,046 was spent
from the Special Projects (Presidential Discretionary) Fund in 2015 on funding requests deemed
worthy by the President. A total of $15,328 was spent on Strategic Plan Initiatives.
The total SFS membership in 2015 was 1,622 and was composed of 946 Regular members,
140 Early Career members, 460 Student members, and 50 Emeritus members. Society operating
expenses in 2015 were $48.87 per member, financed by dues of $60 for Regular members, $40 for
Early Career members and $30 for Student members. The remaining $15 of dues paid by Regular
and Early Career members and $10 paid by Student members provides access to Freshwater
Science and does not contribute to Society operations. The new society management contract with
the Utah State University specified a lower management fee than the management fee in effect in
2014, thereby lowering SFS operating expenses in 2015.
Freshwater Science published volume 34 in 2015 at a deficit ($10,612), resulting from the
cost of publishing a backlog of submitted papers. A deficit is also projected for volume 35. The SFS
Publications Committee requested an increase in journal access fees to reduce these deficits. In
response to the Publications Committee request, the Finance Committee and the Board of Directors
voted to (1) recommend the one-time expenditure of up to $20,000 from each of the SFS reserve
fund and the Freshwater Science reserve fund to publish the backlog of submitted papers, and (2) to
support an increase in the cost for journal access of $15 for Regular members and $10 for Early

Career members. No increase was proposed for Student members.
The Taxonomic Certification Program, which is administered by SFS, had revenue of
$39,291 from certification testing fees and grants from several agencies. TCP expenses of $30,344
were associated with administering certification tests and maintaining the program. The 2015 ending
balance for the TCP in 2015 was $44,107.
The membership for 2016 was 1,401 as of May 1. Typically the membership as of that date
is about 90% of the total number of members for the year. The Finance Committee is continuing to
monitor Society income (from membership dues, award sponsorships, interest/dividends, and other
sources) and expenses, and will strive to ensure that operating expenses do not exceed projected
income.
Respectfully submitted,
Kim H. Haag,
Finance Committee Chair

Board of Trustees – Endowment Committee
Robert Creed, Chair
April 15, 2016
Endowment Committee Members (2015-16)
Robert Creed, Chair, Appalachian State University, creedrp@appstate.edu, (2011-2016)
Amy Braccia, Eastern Kentucky University, amy.braccia@eku.edu (2012-2017)
Stuart Findlay, Cary Institute, findlays@caryinstitute.org, (2013-2018)
Wil Wollheim, University of New Hampshire, wil.wollheim@unh.edu, (2014-2019)
Jen Tank, Notre Dame University, tank.1@nd.edu, (2014-2017) (resigned)
Ex-Officio:
Matt Whiles (President), mwhiles@zoology.siu.edu
Mike Swift (Treasurer), swift@stolaf.edu
Kim Haag (Finance Chair), khhaag@usgs.gov
Endowment Fund Awards
Endowment award application announcements and procedures were posted on the SFS
website in December 2015. The Endowment Committee received and reviewed 55
applications, including 31 applicants to named funds and an additional 24 applicants to
the General Fund. Students who applied for named funds were also eligible for General
Endowments awards. Among the 55 applicants, 30 were PhD students, 23 were Masters
students, and 2 were undergraduate students (in addition to the 6 undergraduate
applications made separately to the Undergraduate Travel Award and judged by the
Student Resources committee). We received applications from 23 states, compared to
28 last year. We received applications from 8 countries which is up from 5 countries last
year but less than the 10 countries from which we received applications in 2014. Overall,
the applications reflected a high quality of research and writing which is good
considering that 44% of the applications were from masters and undergraduate
students.
After receiving all Endowment applications and supporting information from the SFS
webmaster Patina Mendez, I organized and forwarded all (6) undergraduate applications
to the chair of the Student Resources Committee, Kaitlin Farrell (University of Georgia)
for their review and selection. All other applications were distributed to the 4 other
regular members (not the ex officio members) of the Endowment Committee, and
ultimately reviewed by me and 3 of the 4 other current members (note: one member, Jen
Tank, resigned before submitting her comments).
In the early spring of 2016, 24 travel and/or research awards were made:
• Fifteen (15) awards from the General Fund ($1,000 each):
o Jared Balik, (BS), Allegheny College
o Maira Ometto Bezerra (PhD), U. Maryland
o Joshua Brigham (PhD), UNC – Greensboro
o Kaitlin Farrell (PhD), University of Georgia
o Andrea Fitzgibbon (PhD), Kent State University
o David Fryxell (PhD), UC Santa Cruz
o Emily Kindervater (MS), Grand Valley State University
o Darin Kopp (PhD), Arizona State University
o Courtney Larson (PhD), Michigan State University
o Katherine O’Reilly (PhD), University of Notre Dame
o Matthew Schenk (MS), Idaho State University

•
•
•

•

•
•
•

o Eric Scholl (PhD), Montana State University
o Casey Steadman (PhD), Oregon State University
o Laura Twardochleb (PhD), Michigan State University
o Allyson Yarra (MS), University of Arkansas
One award from the Americas Fund ($1,200):
o Limarie J. Reyes Torres (MS), University of Puerto Rico Ponce Campus
One award from the Boesel-Sanderson Fund ($600):
o Joshua Stonecipher (MS), Austin Peays State University
Two awards from the Petersen Fund ($1,200 each):
o Catherine Docherty (PhD), University of Birmingham
o Eduardo Martin (PhD), EAWAG
Two awards from the Simpson fund ($600 each):
o Mathis Messager (MS), University of Washington – Seattle
o Brent Tweedy (PhD), University of Oklahoma
One award from the Systematic fund ($600):
o Brandon Pickett (PhD), University of Arizona
One award from the Fellows Fund ($2,000):
o Jollene Reich, University of Canbarra
One award from the Mulholland Fund ($1,000):
o Lauren Koenig (PhD), University of New Hampshire

All applicants were notified by e-mail of the outcome of their application by the 2nd week
of March. All but two of the award winners plan to attend the meeting in Sacramento, CA
where they will receive award checks at the Endowment Reception.
Note: For some of the funds, the amount available for awards this year exceeded the
amount we actually awarded. If we have more money available for awards then it might
be time to revise award amounts for some of the funds, e.g., this year’s announcement
listed the amount available for the General Award as $900. However, we had enough
money to raise that amount to $1000/award. We were also able to award 15 general
fund awards instead of 7-8. We were also able to award 2 Simpson and 2 Petersen fund
awards instead of only 1 as listed on the announcement. It may be time to increase the
number of awards that can be made from some funds and raise award amounts
for some funds over the next few years.
Number of Student Applicants
Table 1 shows the trend for 2011-2016 in the total number of applications the
Endowment Committee has received each year (not including undergraduate travel
awards). The year with the most applications was 2011 with 74 while the year with the
fewest was 2013 with 36. The Committee received 55 applications in 2016, which is very
close to the average number of applications (54.66) for this period. Applications to
several of the named funds have been low in recent years. Clearly the committee and
the society need to do a better job of making students aware of these funds and
encouraging them to apply. I will take this issue up with the committee this spring
and in Sacramento.

Table 1. Number of applications to each fund by year (2011-2015).
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Donations
As chair, I wrote and emailed thank you notes to all contributors to the Endowment
Funds, and invited contributors and student awardees to attend the reception at the
annual meeting in Sacramento, CA. During the past year (2015 calendar year), we
received 127 donations totaling $8,854 which was down a little from 2014 when we
received 169 donations from SFS members totaling $10,907.
Other Endowment Committee Business
1) Over the last couple of years questions have arisen regarding whether undergraduate
students are eligible for the various student awards. There is no detailed and readily
available documentation that can be accessed to answer this question for most of the
awards. Instead, we currently rely on the collective memories of current and past SFS
leaders. For the most recently established fund (the Mulholland Fund), the original
proposal was available and I was able to ask Jay Jones, co-proposer along with Jack
Webster, about eligibility for this award. Jay felt that the competition should be open to
both undergraduate and graduate students. For some of the older funds, it is far less
likely that the original documentation establishing the fund can be found.
To settle the issue of undergraduate eligibility I would like to make the following proposal
(which I will have my committee consider before bringing it to the Board of Directors):
I would like to propose making all fund awards open to both graduate and
undergraduate students.
While this proposal would settle the issue of who is eligible to apply for an award I do not
think it will change the outcome that much, i.e., that most awards will still go to graduate
students. Undergraduates will be competing against much more experienced graduate
students. Thus, only the best undergraduate proposals are likely to be competitive.
I would like to know the proper procedure by which the Endowment Committee
can make a motion on this proposal and to whom we would submit the results of
our discussion and vote on the proposal.

2) Anna Hamilton, the previous chair of the Endowment Committee, raised the issue of
whether the chair of the Endowment committee should serve a two year term instead of
a one year term. The tradition has been that committee members serve a 5 year term,
the last of which they serve as chair. Apparently, there has been some discussion about
this idea with the Executive Committee regarding the potential benefits of implementing
this new pattern (assuming the chair in the 4th year of the term of service instead of just
the fifth year and continuing as committee chair in year 5). I am not aware of these
discussions but see pros and cons of the approach. The benefit would be that the each
chair would not be figuring out the process from scratch every year, which, frankly, is a
pain. The second year of service would not be quite as daunting for the chair. The
negative aspect would be that one individual would have to perform this service two
years in a row. Honestly, I think the system will work fine regardless of whether the chair
serves a one or two year term. However, clearer, readily-available guidelines of the
chair’s responsibilities and good communication between the previous chair and the
current chair would go a long way towards making the job less stressful. (note: Anna
Hamilton was incredibly generous with her time helping me figure out all of my
responsibilities). I plan to provide a complete set of responsibilities (along with a
schedule) to the next chair.
As an alternative to the idea of someone serving two years as chair, a member of the
committee could serve as chair in their fourth year and then advise the current chair in
their fifth year. The previous chair would serve their last year as a regular committee
member and would be able to help out the current chair without it being an extra
committee assignment. I would be interested in getting feedback from the Executive
Committee about this idea. It would have the advantage for the committee of retaining
the knowledge and experience gained from chairing the committee for an additional
year. If there is interest in this idea among the members of the Executive Committee
then the Endowment Committee can make a proposal and present it to the Executive
Committee (if that is how these changes proceed).
Elections and Place Committee
Dave Strayer, Chair
Report of the Elections and Place Committee, 2015-2016
This committee consisted of Krista Capps, Walter Dodds, Michelle Evans-White, Randy
Fuller, and Dave Strayer (chair). Our activities were to put together the slate of
candidates for the 2016 election and evaluate possible sites for the 2018 and 2019
annual meetings, with the goal of making recommendations to the board about these
venues.
We developed a long list of candidates by soliciting input from members via an email to
all members (which generated just one suggestion) and through discussions within the
committee. Extensive discussions within the committee resulted in long, ranked lists of
possible candidates. Our chair then contacted these people and discussed whether
they’d be willing to run. As Randy Fuller noted last year, this took considerable time
(almost 3 months), especially for the offices of President and Secretary, but we were
able to present a fine slate of candidates to the membership, including Colden Baxter

and Bill McDowell for President, Sally Entrekin and Jay Jones for Secretary, Mark
Gessner and Angus Webb for Non-North American Delegate to the Board, and Stuart
Findlay and Gary Lester for Non-Academic Delegate to the Board. Colden Baxter, Sally
Entrekin, Angus Webb, and Stuart Findlay were elected. We sincerely thank all of these
excellent candidates for their willingness to step up and serve our society.
We have been working throughout the year to find and evaluate possible sites for the
2018 and 2019 meetings, and have considered several locations for each year. At this
writing (April 2016), we are finalizing our recommendation for the venue of the 2018,
which will be presented to the BoD at their May meeting. We also hope to offer at least a
preliminary recommendation for the 2019 venue at that time, so that EPC can catch up
in 2016-2017 with the stated goal of recommending meeting sites three years in
advance.
Awards Selection Committee
Emily Bernhardt, Chair
Award of Excellence and Distinguished Service Award Subcommittee
James Glover, Chair
Cliff Dahm was selected to receive the 2016 Award of Excellence. The subcommittee
received no nominations for the Distinguished Service Award, which will go unfilled for
2016. Nominations for the 2017 awards are currently being considered and a
recommendation for the winner will be submitted to the Board of the SFS at the annual
meeting. We are grateful to those who have nominated their peers for these prestigious
awards.
Hynes Award Sub-Committee
Alex Flecker, Chair
Hynes Committee Membership: Alexander S. Flecker (Chair), Jane Marks, Angus
McIntosh, Amy Marcarelli, Wyatt Cross, Sue Eggers
Overview for 2016: The Hynes Award Committee is currently reviewing 10 nominations
for the award. Of these 10 nominations, 8 were new nominations received in April 2016,
1 was an eligible nomination carried over from 2015, and 1 was a nomination from 2014
carried over 2 years in a row. Committee members have been asked to read all 10
nomination packets and rank their top 5. If no clear consensus is reached on our first
ballot, then we will select a winner among the top 5 remaining candidates of the initial
pool of 10. The committee will select an award winner before the annual meeting in
Sacramento, and the winner will be announced at the meeting. The winner will be
invited to present a talk at the 2017 annual meeting. Thus the award timing will be
structured in line with other SFS awards such as the Award of Excellence.
Overall for 2016, it looks like a strong pool of nominated candidates. It should be noted
that the true number of nominations for this year is unknown due to a glitch with
SFSmembership@usu.edu , where nominators were instructed to send nomination

packets (these instructions were laid out in an email sent to SFS members on March 24,
2016). Utah State University IT discovered a glitch with the email alias and was unable
to retrieve most applications sent to the SFSmembership address (i.e. only two of the
new nominations were initially received). After discovering that the nomination packets
were not arriving at the SFSmembership address, a message was sent broadly to SFS
members on April 28 requesting that nominators confirm with Alex Flecker that their
packet was received by SFS. Through this process we received 6 additional
applications, but there is no way to know if there is a set of nominators unaware of the
need to confirm (i.e. nominations that have slipped through the cracks).
Challenges and some suggestions: The Hynes Award Committee working with the
SFS Executive Committee has made some significant changes this year to the award
timing and review. Below we note some considerations for the future to minimize a
rather chaotic process that seems to have existed up until now.
1) Advertising. It appears that little advertising and active solicitation for the Hynes
Award have occurred in the past, except for a hard-to-find posting on the SFS
website. Solicitation for the Hynes Award (and other awards) need to be
displayed in a very prominent and visible location on the SFS website in order to
receive the best possible pool of nominees. A message soliciting nominations
was sent around this year on March 24. It would be helpful for a message to be
sent by the Society earlier in the year.
2) Timing of the award. This year we have moved the announcement of the
winner to the 2016 annual meeting (rather than before the meeting); thus we will
announce the Hynes winner in a manner similar to the SFS Award of Excellence.
Likewise, we have instituted a change whereby the awardee will give a talk at the
annual meeting the following year (i.e., this year’s winner will be invited to talk at
the 2017 annual meeting). This will allow the winner a reasonable time frame
(i.e., one year) to assemble a talk, and in the future it should give the Hynes
Award Committee more time to review the nominations. It would be helpful if the
Executive Committee could establish more explicit guidelines on timing for
soliciting, receiving, and reviewing nominations.
3) Continuity of committee chairs. There needs to be a protocol for selection of a
new committee chair as old members rotate off the committee (note that the
committee chair needs to be in their final year of service). No chair was selected
by the previous committee in 2015, and members were not aware of how the
process was supposed to work. Thus, the committee for this year had no chair
until March 2016, which was very late for soliciting and reviewing nominations.
We suggest that there is an established procedure by which the new Committee
Chair is selected before the end of the term of the members rotating off. The
Committee Chair needs to be made aware that this is one of their final
responsibilities at the end of their term.
4) Submission of nomination packets. Nominations should be organized as a
complete set of materials (nominating letter, nominee CV, nominee publication)
in a single pdf. The nomination packets should be submitted to a working
website or email address of SFS, with nominators receiving an acknowledgment
thanking them for submitting their nomination, and informing them that their
nomination has been received. In past years, nomination packets have included
an unwieldy set of separate files for each candidate and have been submitted to
the Hynes Committee Chair. Instead a single pdf submitted to a working SFS

site or email should make it easier for the committee and the Society to keep
track of nominations.
5) Eligibility. Questions have emerged regarding eligibility of nominees.
Guidelines should be established on whether to automatically roll-over eligible
nominations from year to year, and if so, then for how many years (this year one
of the nominations considered was nominated in 2014, so has now rolled over
two years in a row). Also, this same nominee is a self-nomination, and it’s
unclear whether self-nominations are permitted. Self-nominations increase the
size of the nominee pool, but they are filtered by the author, rather than a mentor.
A policy should be established to explicitly allow or disallow self-nominations.

Environmental Stewardship Award Sub-Committee
Michelle Hornberger, Chair
The SFS Environmental Stewardship Award (ESA) committee consists of 7 members:
Michelle Hornberger (TIC, 2016 Chair)
Dave Strayer (Past President)
Chris Peterson (CEIC, 2016)
Ron Griffiths (SPS, 2016)
Laura Johnson (2017)
Jason Tyler (2018)
Sally Entrekin (2018)
The ESA committee had one nomination to consider this year. The nomination package
was forwarded to the Chair on March 29 2016 who then distributed the package to the
committee members by email. A conference call was held on April 22 2016 to discuss
the nomination. A unanimous decision was reached and the chair drafted a letter of
decision and sent it to the ESA committee members for their review on April 28 2016.
Notification of the decision was sent to the nominating lead, with a cc to Emily Bernhardt
(awards committee chair) on May 2, 2016.
Student Awards Subcommittee
Peggy Morgan, Chair
Three hundred and four (304) student presentations were evaluated by judges at the
2015 SFS conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Two hundred and thirty two (232)
were presented by graduate students. Seventy five (75) were given by undergraduate
students. One hundred and sixty (160) were orals and one hundred forty four (144)
were posters. There were many fine presentations and all the students are
congratulated for their participation.

Best oral presentation in basic research.
Mathew Kaylor Oregon State University
INFLUENCES OF RIPARIAN FOREST STAND DEVELOPMENT ON STREAM
PERIPHYTON, INVERTEBRATE AND VERTEBRATE POPULATIONS IN
CASCADE MOUNTAIN STREAMS, OR.
Coauthored by Dana Warren
Runner up oral presentation in basic research.
Sophie Cauvy-Fraunié, IRD French Institute for Development Research
LOW RESILIENCE OF TROPICAL RIVER BIOTA TO EXPERIMENTAL
DECREASE IN GLACIER RUNOFF
Best oral presentation in applied research.
Katherine Standen Canadian Rivers Institute, Department of Biology, University
of New Brunswick
ARROWHEAD (SAGITTARIA CUNEATA) AS A BIOINDICATOR OF NITROGEN
AND PHOSPHORUS FOR PRAIRIE STREAMS
Co-authored by Patricia Chambers and Joseph Culp
Runner up oral presentation in applied research.
Ana Chara-Serna
The University of Western Ontario
INDIVUAL AND CUMULATIVE EFFECTS OF FINE SEDIMENT, NUTRIENT
ENRICHMENT, AND INSECTICIDE POLLUTION ON STREAM MICROCOSMS
Co-authored by John Richardson
Best presentation emphasizing methodology.
Brian Gill
Colorado State University
MEASURING ELEVATION RANGE SIZES TO TEST THE CLIMATE
VARIABILITY HYPOTHESIS AND ASSESS LATITUDINAL DIFFERENCES IN
SPECIES VULNERABILITY TO CLIMATE CHANGE
Co-authored by Boris Kondratieff, Andrea Encalada, Cameron Ghalambor, Mark
Simmons, Chris Funk and LeRoy
Best poster presentation in basic research.
Kaylee Faltys Northeastern Illinois University
NATIVE UNIONIDAE MUSSELS IN THE GLACIATED PLAINS, SOUTH
DAKOTA
Co-authored by Nels Troelstrup

Best poster presentation in applied research.
Aaron Marti
Ball State University
MACROPHYTE ASSOCIATED MICROBIAL NITROGEN AND PHOSPHOROUS
CYCLING IN AN URBAN WETLAND
Co-authored by Melody Bernot and Allison Rober
Best Oral or Poster Presentation by an Undergraduate Student
Bree Bender
University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point
SEASONAL DENITIRFICATION AND NITROGEN REMOVAL CAPACITY OF
SMALL RESERVOIRS
Co-authored by Kyle Herrman
SFS would like to give a special thanks to Patina Mendez for designing the electronic
judging submittal form. Thank you, Tina, for all your hard work.
SFS also thanks Kait Farrell for organizing student judges for the undergraduate student
presentations. We are proud to have our talented future scientists participating in the
growing undergraduate program.
We thank the continuing support of all our sponsors of the SFS Student Awards
Program:
Elseveir/Academic Press
Frigid Units
Hach Environmental
Anonymous Donor (Undergraduate award)
The judging process is an important function of SFS. We acknowledge and thank the
following biologists who volunteered for the responsibility. Please forgive me if I have
inadvertently overlooked anyone. The undergraduate presenters were judged by
anonymous graduate students. SFS thanks you for your participation!

Lindsey
Albertson
Dave Arscott
Tim Asplund
Antoine
Aubeneau
Michelle Baker
Thomas
Barnum
Eric Benbow

Fred Benfield
Becky Bixby
Cheryl Black
Steve
Blumenshine
Michael Bogan
Will Bouchard
Breck Bowden
Ayesha Burdett
Marco Cantonati

Krista Capps
Andrew Casper
Antonio Castro
James Church
Jan Ciborowski
Scott Collins
Checo ColonGaud
Zach Compson
David Costello

Alan Covich
Sue Eggert
Carolyn Faithfull
Stuart Findlay
Deb Finn
Camille Flinders
Randy Fuller
Leopold Füreder
Paula Furey
Liliana Garcia

Michael Griffith
Robert Hall
Amy Hansen
Stephen
Hamilton
Erin Hotchkiss
Jane Hughes
Sonja Jähnig
David Janetski
Helong Jiang
Erica Johnson
Sherri Johnson
Rachel Katz
Jonathan
Kennen
Lauren
KinsmanCostello
Krista Kirkham
John Kominoski
Adam Yates

Mathias
Kuemmerlen
Lisa Kunza
James
Kurtenbach
Eric Larson
Jo Latimore
Michael Lemke
Peter Levi
Noah Lottig
Richard
MacKenzie
Peter McIntyre
Daniel
McLaughlin
Alison Moody
Peggy Morgan
Justin Murdock
Nicole
Novodvorsky
Mary Ogdahl

Thomas Parr
Christopher
Patrick
Bobbi
Peckarsky
Dave Penrose
Robert Pillsbury
Leroy Poff
Barry Poulton
Mahendra
Prasad
Song Qian
Alonso Ramirez
Heidi Rantala
Emma RosiMarshall
Allison Roy
Amanda
Rugenski
Patricia
Saunders

Jennifer
Shanteau
Michael Shupryt
Pam Silver
Len Smock
Monika Springer
Bern Sweeney
Mary Szafraniac
Robin Thomson
Lusha Tronstad
Shelby Vega
Caryn Vaugn
Bruce
Vondracek
Ian Waite
David
Wartinbee
Angus Webb
Jack Webster
Mark J. Wetzel
Adam Yates

Long-Range Planning Committee
Nick Aumen, Chair (2014 -2016), with members Tom Arsuffi, Steve Francoeur, July Li,
Melissa Martin, and Jen Tank.
For 2015/16, the Board provided the committee with a new SFS initiative to support
students to advance science-based policy via preparation of a white paper on any aspect
of freshwater science that has current policy relevance. No proposals were received, so
the committee recommends that the initiative be advertised more broadly in the coming
year, and that committee members help to reach out to their respective SFS networks. In
addition, the committee reviewed three proposals as part of strategic plan initiatives: 1) a
proposal by the International Coordination Committee for a special session at the annual
meeting; 2) a proposal by Education and Diversity Committee and Stroud Water Research
Center to hold a second annual Leaf Pack Experiment Workshop for teachers; and 3) a
proposal by the Instars Planning Committee for another Instars Mentoring Program to be
conducted at the annual meeting. All three were recommended for funding by the
committee, and were funded by the Board.
All committee members are in the second year of their two-year term except Jen Tank.
The President-elect should appoint a Chair for the committee, and the Chair should
appoint new members in consultation with the President-elect, other officers, and the
Board (there can be up to 10 members in addition to the Chair). It is recommended that
several existing members be re-appointed to a second two-year term for the sake of
continuity.
Annual Meeting Committee
May 11, 2016
Amy Burgin, Co-Chair
Jim Harrington, Co-Chair
Jay Jones, Co-Chair
The 2016 SFS annual meeting is being held this year at the Sacramento
Convention Center and the adjacent Sacramento Grand Sheraton Hotel in California from
21-26 May 2016.
The co-chairs of the Annual Meeting Committee, Amy Burgin (University of
Kansas), Jim Harrington (California Department of Fish and Wildlife), and Jay Jones
(University of Alaska Fairbanks) have worked jointly on local arrangements and the
scientific program with Harrington emphasizing local arrangements, and Burgin and Jones
emphasizing the scientific program. The following committee members have assisted us:
Nick Macias (Cal Poly San Luis Obispo)
Raphael Mazor (Southern California Coastal Water Research Project)
Dan Pickard (California State University Chico)
Eric Stein (Southern California Coastal Water Research Project)
The AMC has worked closely with Joy Brisighella at Utah State University
Conference Services and Matt Whiles, SFS President.
The theme of the meeting is “Running on Empty”. Four plenary speakers will
address this theme in their addresses, which will take place Sunday through Wednesday

mornings. Mary Power, Professor at University of California Berkeley, will give Sunday’s
plenary address. Monday’s plenary will feature Peter Boyle, Professor at Distinguished
Professor Emeritus at the University of California Davis. On Tuesday, Peter Gleick,
President and Co-founder of the Pacific Institute, will give the plenary address. Angus
Webb, Senior Lecturer at the University of Melbourne, will give the final plenary
presentation on Wednesday. The four plenary speakers bring a variety of perspectives
regarding the consequences of drought for aquatic ecosystems and promise to foster an
active dialog for the conference.
In addition to the plenary talks, the program features over 800 oral and poster
presentations and five pre-meeting technical workshops. Many student-centered and
early-career centered activities are also planned, including the SRC Student-Mentor Mixer
and Science Communication Workshop (also sponsored by President Whiles). The
meeting will feature nightly mixers at the Sacramento Convention Center, a 5K run on
Tuesday afternoon, and the off-site social at the California Railroad Museum and History
Museum. The SFS board meetings are scheduled during the weekend prior to the annual
meeting. Three field trips are scheduled, including an overnight sampling trip in the Sierra
Mountains.
The meeting will officially begin Saturday evening and will include a brief welcome
address by the AMC, followed by Matt Whiles’ presidential address, the Environmental
Stewardship Award to Jim Harrington, announcement of the Hynes Award recipient
(currently unknown), and the Award of Excellence presentation and talk by recipient Cliff
Dahm.
The budget for the Milwaukee meeting was conceived based on an attendance
scenario of about 900 attendees. As of May 10, 2016 there are 929 registrants and we
anticipate this number will increase. Additionally, as of May 5, we are above our
contingency of 10% of the conference budget and even with last minute budgeting
changes our net income should exceed our conference expenses plus contingency. We
have met our minimum number of hotel nights with the Sheraton, although we had to send
several reminders to registrants to request staying at the conference hotel. We suspect
that as the Internet has made it easier to find hotels, more participants are finding less
costly lodging options on their own.
Nick Macias and Jim Harrington have been instrumental in reaching out to dozens
of prospective sponsors and in securing several sponsorships. While we have been
successful with sponsorship from California entities, national sponsorship has been slower
to materialize. For future meetings, we recommend the appointment of an individual to
work across meetings to assure continuity in our national fund raising. Such a pursuit
would be appropriate for the longer-term institutional memory of a Society-level committee.

Publications Committee
Chuck Hawkins, Chair
Annual Report of the Society for Freshwater Science Publications Committee
15 April 2015
The main item of business addressed by the Publications Committee (PubCom) since
the 2015 meeting in Milwaukee was to finalize approval of the creation of the Endowed
Publication Fund (EPC). The main purpose of the EPC is to provide a source of funding to
authors who submit manuscripts to Freshwater Science but lack access to other sources
of publication funds. Seventy-five percent (75%) of the Journal's Reserve Investment
Account will be transferred to the Endowed Publication Fund, and interest from these
funds will be used to fund awards to improve the quality, distribution, and availability of
scientific papers published in Freshwater Science. Awards will be made for editorial

assistance to authors whose primary language is not English, pages charges, open
access fees, and charges for color figures.
The Board of Directors approved the creation of both the EPF as well as a committee
(EPF Committee) to oversee management of the EPF. The EPF Committee will consist of
five (5) voting members: Business Manager of Freshwater Science (will serve as chair),
Editor of Freshwater Science, Chair of the Publications Committee, one (1) member of the
Editorial Board, and one (1) member of the SFS Board of Directors. The Editorial Board
and SFS Board members will be appointed by the current President to two (2) year,
staggered terms with the initial SFS Board member appointed to a one (1) year term.
Creation of the EPF and EPF Committee requires a change to the SFS bylaws, which
requires a positive, majority vote by the general SFS membership. That vote will occur at
the upcoming annual business meeting in Sacramento on 23 May 2016.
Since the Milwaukee meeting, the PubCom was also involved in two activities related
to the SFS web site. Patina Mendez is stepping down as web site editor, and Matt Whiles
(SFS President) formed a search committee consisting of Patina, himself, and me to
conduct a search for a new web editor. The PubCom provided comments and suggestions
regarding the nature of the position and wording of the position solicitation. After an initial
failed search, we conducted a second search, after which Ryan Hill was offered the
position. Ryan accepted our offer, and we look forward to working with him in the future.
The SFS web site is also in need of a major upgrade, and I worked with Patina Mendez,
Ayesha Burdett, and Becky Bixby to draft a request for proposals to redesign the web site.
Patina, Ayesha, and Becky also drafted two questionnaires to be sent to SFS committees
and the general membership to solicit input on what aspects of the current web site work
well and what needs attention. Over the course of the next few months, I will chair an ad
hoc committee that includes Patina (current web site editor), Ayesha and Becky (co-chairs
of the Public Information and Publicity Committee), and Ryan Hill (incoming web site
editor), which will be responsible for finalizing the RFP for a web site redesign, evaluating
proposals, and recommending a vendor to the SFS Board of Directors.
The Freshwater Science editor, Public Information and Publicity Committee co-chairs,
Freshwater Science business manager, Literature Review Committee chair, Web Editor,
and Newsletter Editor report to the PubCom, but I have not summarized their reports here.
Those individuals will provide oral summaries of their activities along with written reports at
the upcoming PubCom meeting in Sacramento.
Finally, effective this meeting, Sally Entrekin will complete her three-year term on the
Publications Committee. I thank Sally for the service she provided to the Committee. Kate
Schofield will replace Sally and serve a three-year term.
Respectfully submitted,

Charles (Chuck) Hawkins, Publications Committee Chair
ENDOWED PUBLICATION FUND for FRESHWATER SCIENCE
The Endowed Publication Fund for Freshwater Science (Endowed Publication Fund)
establishes, in perpetuity, a source of funding dedicated to providing financial support to
authors who submit manuscripts for publication in Freshwater Science. Funding awards
shall be available to authors for improving the quality, distribution, and access of scientific

papers submitted or published in Freshwater Science, including but not limited to editorial
assistance to authors whose primary language is not English, pages charges, open
access fees, and charges for color figures. Interest income generated by investment of
capital in the Endowed Publication Fund shall provide funding for author awards.
A Journal Endowment Committee shall manage the Endowed Publication Fund. The
duties and responsibilities of the Journal Endowment Committee shall be to: (a) prepare
policies for management of the Endowed Publication Fund; (b) establish and maintain
guidelines and criteria for financial support to authors; (c) determine total annual funding
available for awards; and (d) review and approve author requests for financial support.
The Journal Endowment Committee shall consist of five (5) voting members: Editor of
Freshwater Science, Business Manager of Freshwater Science, Chair of the Publication
Committee, one (1) member of the Freshwater Science Editorial Board, and one (1)
member of the SFS Board of Trustees. Editorial Board and Board of Trustees members
shall be appointed by the current President, each for a two (2) year staggered term. The
Journal’s Business Manager shall serve as Chair of the Journal Endowment Committee.
The Society for Freshwater Science's Board of Directors (Board) in consultation with the
Journal Endowment Committee, shall have the power to receive grants, planned gifts
(cash, securities, real estate, personal property), contributions, and other sums of like
nature, and to receive, hold, sell and resell property (real, personal, or mixed) without
limitations to its value, for the Endowed Publication Fund.
If Freshwater Science ceases publishing papers, termination of the Endowed Publication
Fund can be effected by a two-thirds (2/3) approval of the Board, upon recommendation
by the Editorial Board and the Publication Committee. Funds from the terminated
Endowed Publication Fund shall be transferred to the Society’s General Endowment Fund.
Prepared by Irwin Polls
January 18, 2015
Revised
February 6, 2015
Revised
March 12, 2016
Web Editor updates (Tina Mendez) – No report provided
In The Drift (Newsletter) Editor updates (Deb Finn) –
In 2015, we published 3 issues of in the drift, the SFS newsletter (henceforth “ITD”). ITD is
overseen jointly by the Public Information and Publicity (PIP) and Publications
Committees, chaired by Becky Bixby and Ayesha Burdett (PIP) and Chuck Hawkins
(PubComm). Deb Finn remains the lead editor of ITD, a position she has held since the
Columbia, SC meeting in 2007. Deb received a stipend of $3000 for her work on ITD in
2015. Patina Mendez (erstwhile SFS Web Editor) and Julie Zimmerman assisted Deb in
posting content to the web and in editing submissions (respectively).
We continued to use the services of Constant Contact (constantcontact.com) to manage
membership email lists, help organize and store an email template for ITD distribution, and
to send the ITD emails to the SFS membership. However, probably the most pressing
ongoing problem that ITD faces is the manner in which Constant Contact deals with

bounced emails. Some members’ spam filters bounce the CC emails (including both ITD
and other society-wide emails), and the policy of CC is to remove those members’ email
addresses from the list after they have bounced twice (presumably to up their “success
rate”). Once removed, it is practically impossible to re-add those email addresses to the
list within our Constant Contact account. The unfortunate result is that an average of about
50 SFS members per year no longer receive the newsletter or any of the other CCgenerated Society emails. In 2016, the PIP and PubComm, along with the new Web Editor
(Ryan Hill) will need to prioritize amending this situation, most likely by switching email
service providers.
A few summary stats on each of the three 2015 ITD issues:
Winter 2015 (Issue 21) was posted in January and had six articles, in addition to the everpresent “FPOM” section listing short bulleted info and relevant links. Both Pam Silver
(“Pam’s Journal Notes”) and Kim Haag (“Kim’s Cash-Flow Corner”) contributed, and the
Freshwater Science Article Spotlight covered the paper by Jim Hood et al. in FWS issue
33(4). The open rate on the email announcement for the Winter 2015 issue was 47%, and
the most-clicked link in the ITD email was for the Article Spotlight (21% click rate; data
provided by Constant Contact).
Spring 2015 (Issue 22) came out during the week prior to the Milwaukee annual meeting
and had five articles, including an “ITD Q&A” with Kurt Fausch about his book, Pam’s
Journal Notes, last-minute meeting updates, and an Article Spotlight covering the paper by
Laurel Larsen et al. in FWS issue 34(1). The email open rate for the Spring 2015 issue
was 47%, with Pam’s Journal Notes as the most-clicked link.
Fall 2015 (Issue 23) came out in early October and contained four articles, including
another ITD Q&A (Sue Norton), the ever-popular “Meeting Recap” (complete with
multitudes of photos, mostly by Mark Wetzel), the final “Kim’s Cash-Flow Corner”, and an
Article Spotlight covering the paper by Jim Wallace et al. on Australian waterholes in FWS
issue 34(2). Pam Silver took a rare break from her “Journal Notes” this issue because she
was swamped with the backlog of submitted papers. The email open rate for Fall 2015
was 46%, and the Meeting Recap was the most-clicked link.
SFS Literature Review Committee Bibliography –
Mark J. Wetzel (INHS), chair, SFS Literature Review Committee
[mjwetzel@illinois.edu]
26 April 2016
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The 2014 (for 2013) annual SFS bibliography, Current and Selected Bibliographies on
Benthic Biology, was finalized and posted on the SFS website by Tina on 18 August 2015,
here: http://www.freshwater-science.org/Other-Publications/Bibliography.aspx -- in both
MS Word (filed entitled SFS_Biblio_2013.docx) and PDF (file entitled
SFS_Biblio_2013.pdf) formats. This annual compilation was dedicated to Andy Nimmo,
who passed away on 14 May 2015. Andy was one of the truly perennial members of the
NABS / SFS Literature Review Committee, compiling the Trichoptera section for 30 years
(1984-2013). A more inclusive memoriam to Andy, written by colleagues Bruce Heming
and David Ruiter, was recently published in our journal:

Heming, B. and D. Ruiter. 2015. Andrew (Andy) Peebles Nimmo 9 December 1938–14
May 2015. Freshwater Science 34(4): 1195-1200 [DOI: 10.1086/684075]
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Compilation of the 2015 (for 2014) annual SFS bibliography is nearly complete, and
should be posted by 15 May and announced via the SFS website.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------SFS Literature Review Committee members are now compiling citations for papers
published in 2015, and two sections have thus far been received. We hope finish and post
the final literature review for the year 2015 sometime in July this year. As was decided by
the SFS Publications Committee when we convened at last year’s annual society meeting
in Milwaukee, the annual compilation for the year 2015 will be the final one prepared by
our committee; I suspect that the Literature Review Committee will then be
decommissioned by Publications Committee.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Current SFS Literature Review Committee Members (as of April 2016):
New member:
Jason Robinson (Illinois Natural History Survey) - joined the committee in late 2015, to
compile the Trichoptera section after Andy Nimmo passed away.
Continuing members:
William E. Moser and Fredric R. Govedich (Hirudinida);
Mark J. Wetzel (Clitellatous oligochaetes [microdriles, megadriles, Branchiobdellida],
Polychaeta [including the Aeolosomatida], and several misc. Annelida groups);
Bill P. Stark and Boris C. Kondratieff (Plecoptera);
Luke M. Jacobus (Ephemeroptera);
Jeffrey S. Heilveil (Megaloptera);
Kevin S. Cummings (Mollusca);
Becky Bixby and Paula C. Furey (Periphyton);
Paul K. Sibley (Methods and Techniques);
Barry N. Brown (General Aquatic Ecology).
Sections without contributors: Odonata, aquatic, semi-aquatic Heteroptera, aquatic
Coleoptera, Diptera (Ceratopogonidae, Chironomidae, and miscellaneous Diptera),
Acarina, and macroinvertebrate toxicology.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------An historical perspective of the Society’s Literature Review Committee is now being
prepared; this will include the names of section contributors, committee chairs, and their
years of service on this committee. This will be announced in a future In The Drift
newsletter, with a link to a more extensive document (or webpage).
In brief: 2015 will be the 56th year for which annual literature compilations have been
prepared by members of this committee. The first compilation was for the years 1959–
1964; since then, compilations were prepared annually. Many of the MBS/NABS/SFS
Literature Committee members served for 10 or more years, and a few of us have served
for 30 or more years.

====================================================================
=
Issues and concerns for discussion during our SFS Publications Committee
breakfast meeting at the annual society meeting in Sacramento in May 2016.
Note that these are issues previously included in the annual literature review
committee report submitted to the Publications Committee in April 2015, and
discussed, in part, during our annual Publications Committee breakfast meeting in
Milwaukee in May 2015
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Background.
1. Compilations for the years 1993–present are missing from the searchable database.
Given that Ron Hellenthal retired several years ago, and Don Webb passed away in Sept
2012, the old searchable database hosted at the University of Notre Dame by Ron has
long been static. Don never had access to the database. I contacted Ron Hellenthal three
years ago, via phone. He could not recall if there was any backup of the database, and
thus no suggestions for me to pursue; he had purged his file cabinets, computers, and
other storages of MBS/NABS bibliographic files and copies of the annual bibliographic
compilations. Because of this, and likely because Don Webb attempted, but did not
receive responses back from Ron Hellenthal (or so I seem to remember Don telling me),
population (updates of the searchable bibliographic database with the citations in each
year’s annual compilation) stalled, and could not be restarted.
2. No MBS/NABS/SFS folders containing annual literature compilation materials were
found during two separate searches of file cabinets in Don Webb’s post-retirement office
at our institution, and I did not find any original paper issues of past annual literature
compilations published by the Society (heavy card stock/paper binding, bulletin
format/size) – sent to current members each September. When Don retired (and even
though he continued to serve as the chair of our committee until I assumed that
responsibility in 2011) he evidently purged his offices of most items, including all Society
related documents.
3. No MS Word and pdf files for annual literature review compilations (for the years 1993
through 2002) are included on (available for downloading from) the SFS Bibliography
website. My attempts to locate final copies, in electronic form, were unsuccessful (again,
Ron Hellenthal retired several years ago (and without access to archived copies), and Don
passed away).
Issues for discussion:
a. Given today’s ease (immediacy) of access to most publications via the virtual world
(e.g., Web of Knowledge, Research Gate, and several other library and on-line literature
services most of us can access), efforts to update the now-static searchable literature
database linked from the SFS Bibliography webpage are unwarranted. However, I
highly recommend that it be retained and accessible by all visitors to the SFS
bibliography webpage (no additional active management or funding is required).
b. As noted under ‘3’ (2 paragraphs above), No MS Word and pdf files for annual literature
review compilations (for the years 1993 through 2002) are included on (available for
downloading from) the SFS Bibliography website. However, I DO have bound, paper
copies from those years, and several members over the last year have either sent, or
offered to send…their archived copies of these annual compilations. I will ‘poll’ the

archived copies of past annual literature compilations I have, and bring a list of those
(few, if any) years missing from the series. I am sure that a request via the In The Drift
newsletter would result in copies being offered by our esteemed, post-imago members.
As we discussed during the Publications Committee meeting in Milwaukee last May,
primarily following insight from Tina Mendez, bound annual compilations could be
scanned, and posted as pdfs on the SFS Bibliography website. The spines could be cut
(some are larger format [4-plate/page, folded, stapled), but most are glued. I have
access to large format paper cutters, and will look into available resources (high
resolution bulk scanning options). I may propose a request for limited funds from the
Publications Committee (to support an hourly assistant at my institution) to help me
complete the scanning of those annual compilations. As part of the greater SFS
Archiving project (being implemented by Mike Paul and others), we might consider
scanning ALL of the annual literature review compilations. I do have almost all of them
in my file cabinets.

Freshwater Science Editorial Board
Pam Silver, Editor
FWS EDITOR’S REPORT FOR 2015
My goals for 2015 were to: 1) bring the backlog of papers caused by the increase
in submissions in 2012/2013 up to published online status, and 2) initiate a new round of
strategic planning with UCP and SFS. I have accomplished goal 1 thanks to significant
effort by Sheila Stephens and the journal’s freelance technical editor, Eva Silverfine Ott.
We could not have accomplished what we did without the generous support of the SFS
leaders and members, who pledged financial help that was critical to publishing the
additional pages resulting from the journal’s unprecedented growth since the title change
in 2012. Both the online and print backlogs have been eliminated, and I have stayed within
the pages allotted by UCP in 2015. In addition, I have gathered data to support the
Publishing Committee’s strategic planning effort (see Appendix 1).
Submissions and acceptance rates
Authors from 40 countries submitted 224 manuscripts in 2015, a decrease of 14%
from 2014 (261; Fig. 1). FWS received 116 (52%) manuscripts from the US, 18 (8%) from
Canada, 31 (14%) from Europe, 11 (5%) from Australia/New Zealand, 27 (12%) from Asia,
7 (3%) from Africa, and 9 (4%) from Central and South America (Fig. 2). Twenty-one
submissions were for special series, BRIDGES, Perspectives, or FastTracked (cf. 73 of
261 submissions in 2014; Fig. 2). The sequential years of declining submissions appear to
be related to a reduction in submissions for special issues (Fig. 1), but they also could be
related to the low impact factor and high turn-around times during 2014 and 2015.
One hundred manuscripts have been accepted, 121 have been rejected (32
without review), and 3 decisions are outstanding at the time of this report. The acceptance
rate of ~45% (100/224) is slightly higher than in 2014 (42%). The long-term average
(1986–2013) acceptance rate is ~51% (Fig. 3). I intend to maintain a rejection rate of 40–
45% as a way to increase the overall quality of papers published in the journal.
Average manuscript turn-around times were: 1) median time from submission to
initial decision (days in review) = 62 d (down from 70 in 2014), 2) mean time from
submission to final decision (includes revision time) = 213 d (up from 202); 3) mean time

from final decision to online publication = 152 d (up from 131) (Fig. 4). Mean total time
from submission to online publication is 365 d in spite of the decrease in time spent in
review (time to initial decision). The increase in time from decision to online publication is a
direct consequence of post-acceptance delays in the editorial office caused by the
backlog. Total turn-around time already is dropping substantially now that the backlog is
resolved.
Published papers
FWS published 1606 pages (Fig. 4) and 133 citable articles (Fig. 5) in Volume 34.
The long-term average number of articles per volume is 63, and the long-term average
number of pages per volume is 809. The percentage of articles published by authors from
outside of North America (40%) in 2015 was lower than the percentage in 2014 (46%)
(Fig. 6). The percentage of articles with European authors decreased, whereas the
percentage of articles with authors from Australia/New Zealand, South America, and Asia
increased.
Four special series were published in 2015: 1) Groundwater–surface water
interactions, organized by Scott Larned and Kathleen Rugel (FWS 34/1), 2) Tropical
Streams, organized by Alonso Ramírez (FWS 34/2), 3) Applied Odonatology, organized by
Jason Bried (FWS 34/3), and Fire Ecology, organized by Scott Cooper and Becky Bixby
(FWS 34/4). One special series is planned for 2015: Urban Streams 3, organized by
Allison Roy et al. (FWS 35/1). Three BRIDGES clusters were published in 2015:
NEON/STREON, Stormwater management, and the Clean Water Rule. Two clusters are
planned for 2015.
Impact factor
The 2014 (the last year for which data are available) Thompson ISI 2-y impact
factor (IF) for FWS was 1.941 (33rd/103 marine and freshwater biology [MFB] journals)
(Table 1). FWS does not yet have a 5-y impact factor. The number of citations was 513,
and the immediacy index was 1.082 (4/103 MFB journals). FWS eigenfactor was 0.00211
(52nd/103 MFB journals), and the article influence score was 0.658 (34th/103 MFB
journals). The journal’s IF metrics appear to be recovering from the title change, but the
recovery is not yet complete (Fig. 6). Based on manual calculations from data in the Web
of Knowledge database, the 2015 IF is projected to be much stronger, but how much
stronger will not be known until the citation reports come out in June. We anticipate that
the overall increase in the number of articles published and the special series in volumes
33 and 34 will help with the recovery of the IF.
Editorial Board
Several changes were made to the FWS Editorial Board in 2015 (Appendix 2).
David Arscott, Wendell Haag, Jon Harding, Ashley Moerke, and Caryn Vaughn have
rotated off the board. Their contributions to the journal are very much appreciated. Scott
Larned is on sabbatical leave. We welcome 5 new members: Carla Atkinson, Bryan
Brown, Jürgen Geist, and Alonso Ramírez, and Alicia Slater, whose expertise needed to
handle the broader scope of FWS. We are certain they will find working on the journal
satisfying and intellectually challenging. We also welcome Sally Entrekin to the Editorial
Board. She will be replacing Ashley Moerke as BRIDGES Co-Editor. BRIDGES has
become a vibrant section of the journal under Ashley and Allison Roy’s guidance, and
Ashley will be sorely missed. However, we look forward to working with Sally and we are
sure that she will find her new position challenging and rewarding.
In July 2015, the journal received approval to hire a freelance technical/copy editor.
Eva Silverfine Ott has joined the editorial team and currently works 40 h/mo. She is now
trained in FWS style, and she contributed significantly to the elimination of the backlog.

More important, she can provide continuity in the editorial office in the case that Sheila or I
cannot perform our duties.
The future
The journal appears to be reaching a new equilibrium after several years of
significant change in size, scope, publisher, and business model. These years have been
challenging, but I truly think the journal has emerged stronger than before and that it is
now poised to rise to the next level of influence in the broad discipline of freshwater
science. My goal for 2015 is to participate in a new round of strategic planning with UCP
and SFS. It was a pleasure to serve the journal in 2015, and I am looking forward to
another challenging and satisfying year.
Pamela Silver, Editor

Table 1. Thompson Scientific Journal Citation Reports for J-NABS and FWS from 2001 to
2013 (the last year for which data are available). The Impact Factor (IF) is a measure of
the frequency with which an average article in a journal is cited. It is calculated as the ratio
of cites in the current year (e.g., 2012) to the number of articles published in the journal in
the two previous years (2010 and 2011) and citable articles published in the journal in
those 2 y. The Immediacy Index is a measure of how quickly an average article in a
journal is cited, and is calculated as the ratio of current year (e.g., 2012) cites to articles
published in the journal in the current year (2012). Cited half-life is the number of years,
going back from the current year (e.g., 2012), that accounts for 50% of the total cites to a
journal in the current year (2012). The journal is ranked relative to other journals in Marine
and Freshwater Biology (Rank A) and in Ecology (Rank E). The first number is the rank;
the second is the number of journals included in the comparison. For information related to
the interpretation of impact factors, see
http://scientific.thomson.com/free/essays/journalcitationreports/impactfactor/.

Year
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011

2-y
value
1.484
2.077
2.366
1.792
1.583
2.219
2.217
2.360
2.133
2.974
2.800

Impact factor
5-y
2-y Rank
value
A

2.738
3.023
3.113
3.920
3.251
3.121

4/74
15/75
22/77
11/77
16/85
14/87
16/88
10/93
10/97

2-y Rank
E
31/101
22/105
37/107
47/112
40/114
42/116
44/124
53/129
40/130
46/134

Immediacy index
Rank
Value Rank A
E
0.091
0.22
0.797
1.538
0.226
1.669
0.819
1.941
0.647
0.784

a
2012
2.957
9/100
39/136
2013
3.904
JNABS
2.706
14/104
46/141
na
2013 FWS
1.423
na
52/103
94/141
0.467
2014 FWS
1.941
1.946
33/103
68/145
1.082
a
Calculated for FWS because J-NABS was not published in 2012

Valu
e

Total cites
Rank
A
Rank E

53/74
32/75
3/77
1/77
49/85
1/87
8/88
2/93
18/97

78/105
54/107
12/112
4/114
71/116
4/124
21/129
5/130
40/134

1956
1982
2156
2971
2742
3135
3231
4452
3920

23/74
34/74
25/77
25/77
25/85
24/87
25/88
18/93
23/97

37/105
38/105
40/112
34/114
44/116
43/124
48/129
38/140
48/134

10/100a

3/136a

4093

24/100

53/136

na
27/103
4/103

na
67/141
16/145

4267
187
513

96/103
79/103

135/141
121/145
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Fig. 1. Number of manuscripts submitted annually to J-NABS/FWS. Gray bars show
papers part of special series. Data for 1986 were not available.
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Fig. 2. Percentage of manuscripts submitted to J-NABS/FWS that were accepted for
publication.
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Fig. 3. Manuscript turn-around time for articles published in J-NABS/FWS. Data were not
available for volumes 5 through 8. Early online publication began with issue 26/4. Data for
volumes 9–26 are based on date of print publication. Data for volumes 27–29 are based
on date of online publication.
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geographic origins of those papers.

Fig. 6. J-NABS (blue) and FWS (gold) 2-y impact factors from 2001 to present.

Appendix 1. Analysis of the change in journal scope since the title change in 2012.
Forthcoming.
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Atilano Contreras-Ramos, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Mexico City,
Mexico
Steven T. Rier, Bloomsburg State University, Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania, USA
Christopher T. Robinson, Swiss Federal Institute of Environmental Science and
Technology, Dübendorf, Switzerland
J. Thad Scott, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Arkansas, USA
Garry J. Scrimgeour, Parks Canada Agency, Calgary, Alberta, Canada
Alicia Slater, Stetson University, DeLand, Florida, USA
Bernard W. Sweeney, Stroud Water Research Center, Avondale, Pennsylvania, USA
Brad W. Taylor, Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire, USA
Yvonne M. Vadeboncoeur, Wright State University, Dayton, Ohio, USA
Michael J. Vanni, Miami University of Ohio, Oxford, Ohio, USA
James R. Vonesh, Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, Virginia, USA
Matt R. Whiles, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, Illinois, USA
Lester Yuan, United States Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, DC, USA
David T. Zanatta, Central Michigan University, Mount Pleasant, Michigan, USA
Book Review Editor
Ernest F. Benfield, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg, Virginia,
USA
Bridges Editor
Sally Entrekin, University of Central Arkansas, Conway, Arkansas, USA
Ashley Moerke, Lake Superior State University, Sault Sainte Marie, Michigan, USA
Allison Roy, United States Geological Survey, Amherst, Massachusetts, USA

Public Information and Publicity Committee
Becky Bixby, Co-Chair
Ayesha Burdett, Co-Chair
SFS Public Information & Publicity Committee Annual Report (2015-2016)
April 15, 2016
The SFS Public Information & Publicity (PIP) Committee had numerous accomplishments
this year:
1. PIP members continue to support SFS Web Editor by providing content for
website. This year, the PIP co-chairs have been particularly busy preparing for the
website redesign in collaboration with President Whiles, the Publication
Committee, and the web editor. An RFP to find an appropriate web design
company is under development. We also developed two surveys to understand the
way that the SFS website is being used, one for committees and one for members,
and spent time reviewing other society websites to provide information to the web
design company. A new web editor was hired in 2016. A full report on the website
activity is included in the Web Editor annual report.
2. We added three new members: Carla Atkinson (University of Alabama), Jo
Latimore (Michigan State University) and Halvor Halvorson (University of
Arkansas).
3. Publications:
a. We published three newsletters (“In the Drift”) (Issues 22, 23, and 24).
b. The SFS informational posters and brochures have been updated by PIP to
be more streamlined and more date-generic (i.e., no annual meeting
information). The final editing is completed and have been approved by the
BOD. The brochures will be available online, included in the website
redesign. Alex Yeung prepared a version of the brochure in Mandarin
which will also be available online.
4. Website:
a. From April 2014 to April 2015, we posted 13 items in Benthos News. This
includes two Freshwater Science featured article posts, three BRIDGES
articles, six articles highlighting SFS members and their publications, and
one post about the annual bibliography update. All Benthos News items
have been shared with Adrienne Sponberg (sponberg@aslo.org), who
posts news items for the Aquatic Sciences Network (www.aquaticsci.net).
b. Student Resource Committee representatives to PIP (“social media
managers”, Alex Yeung and Hal Halvorson) continued their weekly blog
(“Stay Fresh”) that provides updates of bibliographic links to early view
articles in freshwater sciences from eighteen different journals
(freshwatersci.wordpress.com). There are more than 60 subscribers from
throughout the world (predominantly USA). From April 2015 to April 2016,
45 blogs were published and there were 3,743 views from 1,582 visitors,
giving an average of 2.37 views per visitor.
5. Social media:
a. We posted 152 freshwater science-focused tweets on our SFS twitter
account (@BenthosNews) from April 2015 to March 2016. We have
currently have 1,982 followers; we gain ~2 followers per day. Twitter users
saw and/or interacted with our posts >100,000 times and @BenthosNews
had >7,000 profile visits over the past year.
b. We have also been active on Facebook and currently have 2025 people
who have “liked” the SFS Facebook page (also nearly doubled since 2015).
c. We have 76 subscribers to our YouTube channel (@NABSbenthos) up
from 68 subscribers in 2015) and have had 2,173 views this year (and 8279

views since 2010). The YouTube channel content include older SFS Award
of Excellence and Hynes Award lectures and Making Waves podcasts. We
have difficulty securing funding to record more recent award talks at the
annual meetings.
d. The SFS podcast, Making Waves, continues to be successful in its fourth
year with 17 podcasts produced. Four podcasts were released in 2015 and
one in 2016. The podcasts are shared on the SFS website and linked to
the SFS YouTube channel; an email is sent to members with a link to the
new podcast. There have been 4449 views (mean 262 views) for all
podcasts combined on YouTube, top podcast: 726 views, Episode 3, “Value
of Biodiversity,” Brad Cardinale.
Goals for 2015-2016 include:
1. Assist the SFS Web Editor in updating and transitioning the SFS website to new
site including:
a. updating the homepage and re-thinking navigation of the website, following
feedback from surveys to members and committees;
b. Integrating social media into the website;
c. creating internal pages for the Science and Policy Committee that includes
a mission statement, brief history, etc.;
d. creating a public page with a list of policy statements adopted by the
society, with links to the each policy statement;
e. updating education and outreach pages, including an update of the image
and slide libraries as well as an improved user interface;
f. completing the integration of archived information on SFS award recipients
from old bulletins to award page;
g. working with web editor to post backlogged projects (e.g., archived award
descriptions, brochures, image library).
2. Publish 3 newsletters.
3. Publish new Benthos News items at least monthly, with an effort to highlight
member research as much as we can through Freshwater Science features or
other high profile journal publications.
4. Post new Making Waves bimonthly (6 podcasts/year). Explore the logistics to get
the podcast onto iTunes using the new web platform. It may be possible to add
this task to the website redesign or consider applying for internal SFS funding
opportunities. We would also like to add additional ways to expand the visibility of
Making Waves, including pairing podcasts with education exercises. Our current
podcasters are hoping to train new students to take over their role within the
coming year.
5. Post new content to Facebook, You Tube and Twitter as appropriate, which will
include posting the SFS awards lectures online. PIP will try to record these on
video this year, and ask for annual funds for professional video for future meetings.
Post 2015 SFS Award of Excellence and Hynes Award lectures on our SFS
YouTube channel and created links to them from the SFS website.

Constitutional Revisions Committee
Fred Benfield, Chair
Jeffery Muehlbauer and Sarah Roley, committee members
No Changes in the SFS Constitution were proposed in 2016 but several changes in the
By-laws were approved by the Board of Directors. The proposed changes and the
rationale for their execution were sent to Patina Mendez for publication on the SFS
Website on April 9, 2016 accompanied by a letter from President Matt Whiles providing an
overview of the proposed changes. Following the amendment process set forth in the
SFS Constitution, the membership will vote on acceptance of the proposed changes at the
annual business meeting in May 2016.
Item 1: Establishment of Fellows of the Society of Freshwater Science
Context for change: The Board of Directors approves of the establishment of a Fellows
program, in order to recognize the scientific and service contributions of distinguished SFS
members.
Recommended addition to By-laws (As a new, second paragraph in Article 5, Section D):
“Fellows of the Society of Freshwater Science include accomplished member scientists
who are leaders in their disciplines and who have dedicated substantial time and
resources to benefit the society. The SFS Fellows will be responsible for selecting up to 4
new Fellows each year by majority vote. The total population of Fellows shall not exceed
4% of the SFS membership.”
Item 2: Establishment of an Endowed Publication Fund and Journal Endowment
Committee
Context for change: The Board of Directors approves the establishment of an
EndowedPublication Fund for providing financial support awards to authors, as well as the
establishment of a committee to manage this fund.
Recommended addition to By-laws
The following needs to be inserted under Article 8 (it will be the last 3 paragraphs):
The Endowed Publication Fund for Freshwater Science (the “Endowed Publication Fund”)
establishes, in perpetuity, a source of funding dedicated to providing financial support to
authors who submit manuscripts for publication in Freshwater Science. Funding awards
shall be available to authors for improving the quality, distribution, and access of scientific
papers submitted or published in Freshwater Science, including but not limited to editorial
assistance to authors whose primary language is not English, pages charges, open
access fees, and charges for color figures. Interest income generated by investment of
capital in the Endowed Publication Fund shall provide funding for author awards.
The Society for Freshwater Science's Board of Directors in consultation with the Journal
Endowment Committee, shall have the power to receive grants, planned gifts (cash,
securities, real estate, personal property), contributions, and other sums of like nature, and
to receive, hold, sell and resell property (real, personal, or mixed) without limitations to its
value, for the Endowed Publication Fund.
If Freshwater Science ceases publishing papers, termination of the Endowed Publication
Fund can be effected by a two-thirds (2/3) approval of the Board, upon recommendation
by the Editorial Board and the Publication Committee. Funds from the terminated
Endowed Publication Fund shall be transferred to the Society’s General Endowment Fund.
(As a new Section R in Article 5):
“Journal Endowment Committee. A Journal Endowment Committee shall manage the
Endowed Publication Fund. The duties and responsibilities of the Journal Endowment
Committee shall be to: (a) prepare policies for management of the Endowed Publication

Fund; (b) establish and maintain guidelines and criteria for financial support to authors;(c)
determine total annual funding available for awards; and (d) review and approve author
requests for financial support. The Journal Endowment Committee shall consist offive (5)
voting members: Editor of Freshwater Science, Business Manager of Freshwater
Science, Chair of the Publication Committee, one (1) member of the Board of Trustees
and one (1) member of the Freshwater Science Editorial Board. Editorial Board members
shall be appointed by the current President, each for a two (2) year staggered term. The
Journal’s Business Manager shall serve as Chair of the Journal Endowment Committee.”
Item 3: Renaming the Assistant to the President position
Context for change: The Board of Directors approves of renaming the “Assistant to the
President” position to “Vice President,” to better reflect the activities of that position.
Recommended addition to By-laws: All four instances of the term “Assistant to
thePresident” in the Bylaws shall be replaced with “Vice President.” Specifically, these
instances are in Article 2, Section 2, second paragraph (two instances), Article 2, section
3, and Article 3, Section 1. Similarly, all three instances of the term “Assistant to the
(current) President” shall be replaced with “Vice President of the (current) President.”
These instances appear in Article 4, Section 2, Article 4, Section 3, second paragraph,
Article 5, first paragraph. Finally, the phrase “and the three (3) Assistant(s) to the
President” in Article 3, Section 2 shall be replaced with “the three (3) Vice Presidents”.

SFS Student Resources Committee (SRC) Annual Report: 2015-2016
Joanna Blaszczak (Chair) & Petra Kranzfelder (Board of Directors Representative)
May 18, 2016
Student Resources Committee
Summary of SRC Activities from the 2015 SFS Annual Meeting in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
In 2015, the Society for Freshwater Science held its annual meeting in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The
Student Resources Committee (SRC) held our eight regular activities including the: 1) SRC workshop;
2) Student-mentor mixer; 3) Live auction; 4) Silent book auction; 5) Merchandise sales; 6) SRC
business lunch meeting; 7) Undergraduate travel awards; and 8) Undergraduate presentation award.
Financial information
During the 2015 annual meeting, we encumbered expenses related to undergraduate travel awards
($900) and the Student-Mentor mixer ($1000). In addition, the SRC requested that beginning with the
2015 meeting, all future silent auction proceeds are used to support undergraduate travel awards. The
Board of Directors agreed to the request during their quarterly meeting on September 11, 2015 and
the $3,716.81 from the 2015 silent auction was allocated to the SRC account and will be used for
2016 undergraduate awards. The total income from SRC events from the 2015 SFS meeting was
$11,309.00, while the total expenses were $7,138.29. Therefore, after our meeting, the SRC
subaccount has $17,402.58 for 2016. After the 2014 meeting, the SRC had a total of $13,231.87 in
our SRC account. We were able to gain more income than previous years due to merchandise sales
and the money allocated from the silent auction.
SRC Workshop
The SRC Workshop in Milwaukee partnered with Milwaukee Riverkeeper, Milwaukee Kayak
Company, and the Urban Ecology Center to provide a kayak paddling tour of the Milwaukee River and
a workshop on human/environment interfaces explored from scientific and societal perspectives. A
total of 11 SFS student members participated in the workshop. The workshop revenue was $360 and
the costs were $100, coming to a total of $260 net profit for the SRC account.
Student-Mentor Mixer
Over 240 graduate and undergraduate students registered for the 2015 Mentor-Mixer and there were
numerous additional attendees who did not register for the Mixer. In addition, over 95 mentors from
academia, industry, and government all graciously attended the event. The student mentor mixer
committee would like to thank everyone who helped to make the event a success! The SRC paid for
$1,000 of the costs, while the endowment covered the rest of the costs.
Live Auction
There were 68 items donated to the live auction at the 2015 SFS meeting in Milwaukee. These items
ranged from old NABS t-shirts to Pam Silver’s classic quilted items (a bowl and a pillow). For the first
time ever, the live auction event also consisted of a live karaoke portion where audience members
could contribute money to the SFS endowment in order to get certain SFS members to sing. Dr. Nick
Aumen once again was a wonderful auctioneer and raised $2,434 for the item part of the auction and
$1,874 for the karaoke part coming to a total of $4,308 raised for the endowment.
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Silent Book Auction
We had 141 books donated for the silent auction from publishers, SFS members, and anonymous
donors. We collected $3,717 in profits from the silent auction last year and appreciate all of the
support society members give to the SRC. Beginning in 2015, all silent auction proceeds will be used
to support undergraduate travel awards.
Merchandise Sales
Merchandise sales at the Milwaukee, Wisconsin meeting in 2015 raised a net profit of $2,640.94 for
the SRC (not including old merchandise sales). These profits will be used to help fund a portion of the
2013 Student-Mentor Mixer (shared with the society).
SRC Business Lunch Meeting
A total of 58 graduate and undergraduate students attended our lunch meeting. More information
about the elected SRC officer and delegates can be found on page 5.
Undergraduate Travel Awards
A total of 18 undergraduates submitted applications for the award. The SRC once again granted three
$600 undergraduate travel awards to successful applicants. Following are the recipients of those
awards and their academic institutions: Allyson Yarra (University of Massachusetts – Amherst), Jade
E. Ortiz (Michigan Technological University), and David Stoker (University of Georgia). The recipients
were informed of the award and were instructed to pick up the money (check) from Mike Swift during
the Endowment Awards Banquet held at the meeting.
Undergraduate Presentation Award
Graduate student members of the SRC judged 40 (30 posters and 10 orals) undergraduate
presentations at the 2015 meeting in Milwaukee. Best Oral or Poster Presentation by an
Undergraduate Student went to Bree Bender (U. Wisconsin Stevens Point) for the presentation
entitled, “Seasonal Denitrification and Nitrogen Removal Capacity of Small Reservoirs”Summary of
SRC Activities for the 2016 SFS Annual Meeting in Sacramento, CA
Public Information & Policy/Social Media
During the past year, the social media managers have continued efforts to promote the Society’s
news, and share research findings in freshwater sciences. This has been achieved by actively using
Facebook and Twitter to reach the student community. Furthermore, the “Stay Fresh!” blog, which
was launched in March 2015, has continued to provide weekly updates of bibliographic links to early
view articles in freshwater sciences. The blog (freshwatersci.wordpress.com) features a selection of
journals preferred by respondents in an online survey. The provision of updates of the latest literature
through this channel benefits graduate students, and the wider academic community, for their
scholarly activities. An accompanying spreadsheet version is also available online for users to
bookmark and check the latest updates (goo.gl/yaXDBT). We think that all of these initiatives will
increase student participation at the upcoming annual meeting.
SRC Workshop
With support from the Student Resources Committee (SRC) and the SFS Presidential Funds, SFS is
hosting its first Science Communication workshop at the 2016 meeting. This workshop is operating
slightly out of the normal workshop organization, and is a collaboration between the SRC and Early
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Career members. It will be held before the meeting on Saturday, May 21st in two blocks: 9-12 and
1:30-4:30 PM. Engage Science (http://www.engage-science.com/) will run the half day workshops
teaching young scientists how to better communicate their research to the general public. The
workshop will be held on Saturday, May 21st and costs $20 for grads, $30 for early career, and $40
for regular members. Currently, 17 attendees are registered for the event.
Student-Mentor Mixer
The SFS-SRC student-mentor mixer will be held Sunday, May 22nd from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. The mixer
is designed to facilitate interactions between students and experienced professionals in the field of
freshwater science. Mentors may include: aquatic science professors, research associates, postdoctoral researchers, government employees, and private consultants. The SFS Annual StudentMentor Mixer is open to all undergraduate students, graduate students, and post-doctoral
researchers; however, registration is required. The Student-Mentor mixer provides students with the
opportunity to make connections with professionals who share similar interests, gain insight into future
career opportunities, and receive valuable advice on navigating through the scientific research
process. This mixer provides students a great opportunity to network and engage in lively
conversation with mentors and peers in a relaxed environment. Every pre-registered participant (21
and over) will receive a group assignment and complimentary drink ticket. Currently, 260 students and
122 mentors have registered for the mixer. This is a high number of both students and mentors!
Live Auction
The live auction will be held on Sunday, May 22nd from 8:30 to 10:00 PM. The auction relies on unique
and creative donations from SFS members. Donations can be anything from artwork to pottery to
beer-themed bird feeders (see In the Drift newsletter). All of the funds raised from the live auction go
to the SFS endowment awards, which supports SFS student research and travel awards. We look
forward to being entertained by our auctioneer Nick Aumen as well as a few karaoke stars. This year
karaoke song options provided to the audience will be freshwater-themed and will be assessed on
whether they fall within the new Code of Conduct set forth by SFS and SRC.
Silent Book Auction
The Silent Book auction will be held throughout the upcoming conference. The committee accepts
book donations for the Silent Book Auction leading up to the event. Consider donating a newly
published book written by your favorite scientist, a regional aquatic book, or a classic freshwater
science text. For contributions, please contact us via email or bring the book by the Silent Book
Auction table the first day of the conference. Information and donation contact: Andi Fitzgibbon
(afitzgib@kent.edu). And don’t forget to bid on books during the conference to support the endowment
awards!
Merchandise Sales
This year we will be selling SFS 2016 logo t-shirts ($15), long sleeve shirts ($20), hoodies ($30), and
ceramic tumblers ($10). Pre-order your merchandise during registration and pick up your item(s)
onsite at the SRC merchandise table for best availability. Items will also be available to purchase
during the meeting. Currently, 166 merchandise items have been pre-ordered during registration.
SRC Business Lunch Meeting
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Our lunch meeting is scheduled for Sunday, May 22nd from 12-1:30 PM. We will provide box lunches
to those that have registered. Currently, 68 students have registered to attend this lunch meeting.
Undergraduate Travel Awards
A total of 7 undergraduates submitted applications for the award, which is a low number of applicants
for this award. This might be in part due to some delays with updating the SFS website this year. We
advertised the award using our SRC Facebook page, but clearly not enough and this should be a
priority for next year. From 2015 forward, the SRC will grant up to $600 travel awards as possible
from the silent book auction proceeds. For the 2016 meeting only 4 of the 7 applicants were given
awards. Following are the recipients of those awards and their academic institutions: Arianna Nuri
(UC Berkeley), Emily Wolfe (Evergreen State), Taylor Michael (Kent State), and Jordan Stepro (U.
Wisconsin Parkside). The recipients were informed of the award and were instructed to pick up the
money (check) from Mike Swift during the Endowment Awards Banquet held at the upcoming
meeting.
Undergraduate Presentation Award
Thanks to an anonymous donor, the SFS SRC has granted an annual award to an undergraduate for
best presentation since the 2012 meeting in Louisville, KY. The same anonymous donor will once
again sponsor the award at the 2016 annual meeting in Sacramento. As a result of ongoing initiatives
to support undergraduate research, the SFS Executive Committee voted to make this a permanent
award that will be financially supported by the society.
SRC Officers and Delegates: 2015-2016
The students that attended the 2015 SRC Business Lunch Meeting at the annual meeting in
Milwaukee elected the following officers. The delegates listed were the remaining student members
that attended the meeting.
Chair: Joanna Blaszczak
Board of Directors Representative: Petra Kranzfelder
Treasurer: Jessica Fulgoni
Silent Book Auction: Andrea Fitzgibbon (chair), Allyson Yarra, Julie Kelso, Martha Dee
SRC Workshop: Matt Fuller, Megan Fork
Student-Mentor Mixer: Matt Trentman (chair), Matthew Cashman, Kara Prior, Logan Shoup
Merchandise: Darrin Hunt (chair), Corey Krabbenhoft, Martha Dee, Natasha Wingerter
Live Auction: Dustin Kincaid (chair), Anna Boegehold, Raissa Mendonca
Undergraduate Travel Awards: Kait Farrell, Sophia Bonjour, Brittany Hanrahan
Public Information & Policy Representatives/Social Media Managers: Alex Yeung, Hal Halvarson
Local Arrangements: NA
SRC Advisor: Dr. Jennifer Tank
Delegates (total of 52)
First Name
Last Name
Karim
Alame
Karen
Baumann
Anna
Boegenhold
Sophia
Bonjour
Matthew
Cashman

First Name
Brittany
Jaime
Kaleb
Alicia
Sara

Last Name
Hanrahan
Haueter
Heinrich
Helfrick
Henderson
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First Name
Rob
Sheila
Caitlin
Limarie
Kaycee

Last Name
Mooney
Northbird
Peterson
Reyes
Reynolds
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Josephine
Matt
Natalie
Martha
Kait
Andrea
Megan
Kelley
Jessica
Matt
John
Halvor

Chau
Davalos
Day
Dee
Farrell
Fitzgibbon
Fork
Fritz
Fulgoni
Fuller
Gardner
Halvorson

Abby
Angela
Janet
Darrin
Julie
Rosas
Dustin
Corey
Russell
Jane
Craig
Raissa

Hoffman
Holland
Hsiao
Hunt
Kelso
Keysas
Kincaid
Krabbenhoft
Marlow
Mazack
McLean
Mendonca
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Nathan
Ayla
Christopher
Averi
Logan
Heather
Aracely
Matt
Richard
Misha
Molly
Natasha
Allyson

Roberts
Rodriguez
Schiller
Segrest
Shoup
Siersma
Tellez
Trentman
Walker
Warbanski
Welsh
Wingerter
Yarra

Technical Issues Committee
Technical Issues Committee: Annual Report 2015
Members:
Sean Sullivan, (Co-chair)
Rebecca Winterringer (Cochair)
Erin Smith
Michelle Hornberger
Molli Newman
Steve Beaty
Kristen Pavlik
Mark Wetzel
Jerry Jacobi
Steve McMurray
Quenton Tuckett
Irwin Polls

ssullivan@rhithron.com
rwinterringer@trcsolutions.com
esmith@geiconsultants.com
mhornber@usgs.gov
ramsemm@auburn.edu
steven.beaty@ncdenr.gov
kristen.pavlik@tetratech.com
mjwetzel@illinois.edu
drsjacobi@q.com
Stephen.McMurray@mdc.mo.gov
quenton.tuckett@umit.edu
ipolls@comcast.net

Committee Activities:
The Technical Issues Committee organized and carried out two Technical Issues Workshops,
the annual taxonomy fair, and organized a special session on invertebrate systematics at the
2015 SFS annual meeting in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Workshops:
The Introduction to R workshop is a continuing workshop that has been offered for several years
and continues to fill to near capacity. At the 2015 SFS meeting 19 SFS members attended the
8 hour workshop instructed by Ben Jessup and Lei Zheng. Post meeting workshop evaluations
to the participants suggested that most participants gained some working knowledge of the R
program and the R studio interface, and most agreed that a single day (8 hour) session is too
little time to master the topic. Instructors have mentioned that it is a difficult subject to instruct to
a wide audience in one day. The difficulty is in that instruction requires a lot of hands on help
for students with little to no experience in coding or the R program. Through the fees
associated with the R workshop the TIC was able to bring in $1,825.00 of revenue.
The Odonata Taxonomy workshop was instructed by Bob DuBois, Wisconsin DNRC, and was
attended by 20 individuals. All the post meeting workshop evaluations suggest that Bob did a
tremendous job at teaching about Odonata nymph taxonomy. Students were pleased that Bob
also focused on adult Odonata, local fauna, and recent taxonomic changes in this complex and
diverse Order. Students also commented that the microscopes provided were nice and were
sufficient for working with the specimens at hand. The most common suggestion reported on
the post meeting evaluations was the desire to have more time and also to have a field
component of the workshop. The Odonata Taxonomy workshop produced revenue of
$2,215.00.
After expenses, the two 2015 workshops produced a net revenue of $1,474.30 that was
deposited into the TIC account.
Taxonomy Fair:
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The Technical Issues Committee gathered 12 taxonomic experts (Table 1) to assist SFS
members in the identification of problematic specimens. Approximately 40 individuals visited
the Taxonomy Fair at the 2015 meeting. Specimens came in from all over the Nearctic,
Oriental, and Austral regions. The Taxonomy Fair was located in a separate room adjacent to
the concurrent poster session. Several of the Taxonomy Fair experts commented that they felt
detached from the meeting and that it was difficult for people to find the taxonomy fair, despite
signs directing SFS attendees. The experts suggest that at future meetings a more prominent
location should be sought out for the Taxonomy Fair.
No revenue is generated from the Taxonomy Fair.
Table 1:2015 SFS Taxonomy Fair expert participants
Taxonomic
Participant
Group
Affiliation
Sylvia Lee
Diatoms
Cary Institute
Rob Dillon
Gastropods
College of Charleston
Luke Jacobus
Mayflies
IUPUC
Robert Dubois
Odonata
Wisconsin DNRC
Mark Wetzel
Oligochaeta
Illinois Natural History Survey
Ed DeWalt
Plecoptera
Illinois Natural History Survey
Julie Heinlein
Soft Algae
MSU
Jason Robinson
Trichoptera
Illinois Natural History Survey
Rebecca
Winterringer
Unionidae
TRC Environmental Corp.
D. Christopher
Rogers
Crustacea
Kansas Biological Survey
Bohdan Bilyj
Chironomidae
BioTax Consultants
Fredric Govedich

Hirudinea

Southern Utah University

Special Session:
The Technical Issues Committee organized a special session entitled Invertebrate Systematics
and Faunistics (SS06). Ten papers were presented at this special session focusing on
advancements in invertebrate systematics. Several presentations focused on traditional
methods such as morphological taxonomy, while others focused on new developments in DNA
barcoding.
Annual Committee Meeting:
Five members attended the annual committee meeting during the luncheon on Monday. Among
the topics discussed were the 2016 workshop planning and budgetary items. A separate
planning meeting was held on Tuesday and focused on how to best implement a Hydrology
workshop for the 2016 meeting. Four workshops, taxonomy fair, and another special session
were targeted for the 2016 meeting.
Account Balance as of December 2015: $23,488.65
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Taxonomic Certification Committee
Bern Sweeney, Co-Chair
John Morse, Co-Chair
2015 Ten Year Anniversary
Annual Report for 2015

Chironomidae head capsule by Dr. M. Colbo, 2015.
The Society for Freshwater Science Taxonomic Certification Program was established in 2005
to test the taxonomic skills of people involved in benthic macroinvertebrate studies in North
America. The certification program is seen by the USEPA and Environment Canada as a
valuable indication of taxonomic ability. The accurate and precise identification and
classification of organisms provides the foundation for biological investigations of the ecology of
our freshwater systems, as well as biomonitoring programs aimed at evaluating the
environmental health of these systems. Accurate identifications of the organisms present are
required to yield credible ecological and reliable bio assessment results.
Genus level testing:
2015 saw twenty-nine genus level testing events throughout North America, leading to 93
successful certifications for the 122 tests written. These certifications were achieved with
accurate identification of 95% of specimens or images on a practical test. There was a 76%
success rate for genus level testing in 2015.
Genus Level Tests (Specimens and Images) 2009-2015
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The SFS TCP tests are made accessible to people who identify macroinvertebrates.The genuslevel tests are conducted with specimens (east and west General Arthropods), specimen slides
(Oligochaeta ) and now online images (east and west Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera and
Trichoptera, Chironomidae, and Mollusk). The genus tests help evaluate ability to find and
assess diagnostic characters and are attractive for professionals using genus or species level
protocols. The test candidates must identify 19 of the 20 specimens or image collages correctly
for a score of 95% to gain certification. A successful certification stands for 5 years and is
posted on the TCP website during this time.
Genus level Re-Certifcation by Petition (TCC):
In 2012 the TCC drafted a Re Certification Petition which is now available to Certified
Taxonomists choosing to renew their Certifications after 5 years, using the Petition rather than a
test.
In 2015, 2 genus level certifications have been renewed by petition to the SFS Taxonomic
Certification Committee (TCC) with two pending submission of information.
Family Level Testing:
The family level Certification is accomplished with successful identification of 38 of 40 (95%)
web based image collages. These image-based tests are economical means for evaluating
ability with family-level distinctions. Images covering a wide range of aquatic insect families
were produced by Dr. Colbo in 2013 to enhance testing. The web-based, family-level tests are
attractive not only for professionals using family-level protocols, but also volunteers who may be
assisting monitoring programs. These tests are also being used as end of term options offered
by Professors for students wishing to bolster their CV’s. These image collages can be viewed
and practiced on the free self-evaluation portal of the TCP to website registered members.
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In 2015 there was a 43% success rate at the Family level. The lower success rate (than at the
genus level) is thought to be due to the test being tried by students and people working with
community groups which will have less experience than those writing at the genus level.
Family level Tests (Images) 2009-2015
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Test Development Update:
The Mollusca and Chironomidae image tests are both in post expert review and image addition
and adjustment phase. It is hoped that both tests will be available for beta testing at the annual
SFS meeting in Sacramento, CA.
Test Proctoring:
With every effort being made to accommodate busy labs and their employees, we have been
able to offer the image tests “ in house” and supervised using web cameras between the TCP
administrator and the test candidate. There have been 11 remotely supervised tests this year.
Thank you to all who have given their time and space to allow testing.
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Financial Statement
Table 1. TCP Financial statements for January 1 to December 31, 2015. (US $, CD $, Debits)
Summary of Canadian Account

CD$

Credits
Carry over from 2014

8,667.67

Test fees

287.16

Transfers from BMO US$ account (25000 US$)

29,350.00

Transfer from PayPal (11000 US$)

14,303.43

Total Credits

52,608.26

Acadia Centre for Estuarine Research- Office rental

3,600.00

Acadia University- shipping account

4000.00

Office supplies

252.56

Reference book for Chironmidae image test

258.50

Acadia Microstructual Analysis Unit Microscope for Chironomid test

1,245.00

Web site Registration

134.00

Web site Design Consultant

1,896.35

Overhead payment to Acadia U on Environ. Canada Contract

3,300.00

Service fees for Gail Corkum

14,149.50

Travel Charges M. Colbo Home to Office (Chiro Imaging & office Ass)

1,091.20

Total Debits

29,927.11

Total Balance CD$ Account on Dec 31 2015

22,681.15

Debits
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Summary Of US$ Account

US$

Credits
Carry Over from 2014
Test fees
Money for Mollusc Image Test Via GLEC (web site work)

25,287.80
14,850.00
5,200.00

Total Credits

45,337.80

Bank Charges
Gail Corkum Membership in SFS
Transfer to CD $ Account

101.75
75.00
25,000.00

Total Debits

25,176.75

Total Balance US$ account on Dec 31 2015

20,161.05

Debits

Summary of PayPal Account
Credits

US$
1062.40
11300.00

Carry over from 2014
Test Fees in US$
Test Fees in CD$

CD $
242.15
0.00

Total

12362.40

242.15

PayPal Charges
Transfers to BMO CD$ Account

239.90
11000.00

Total

11239.90

0.00

Total Balance PayPal account Dec 31
2015

1122.50

242.15

Debits

Submitted January, 2016 by Dr. Murray H. Colbo, Coordinator, and Gail Corkum, Assistant
Coordinator, SFSTCP, Acadia University, Wolfville, Nova Scotia, Canada.
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Science and Policy Committee
Ron Griffiths, Chair
Current Members of the Science Policy Committee:
Ron Griffiths (2015) Co-Chair
Mike Paul (2015) Co-Chair

bugman@execulink.com
Michael.Paul@tetratech.com

Sandra M. Clinton
John Olson
Bruce Vondracek
Than Hitt
Dan Auerbach
Jeff Ostermiller
Susan Davies
Jo Latimore
Laurie Alexander
Pat Medvick
Paul Wager
Sandra Clinton
Kiza Gates
Jason Taylor

sclinto1@cuncc.edu
john.olson@usu.edu
bvondrac@umn.edu
nhitt@usgs.gov
Auerbach.dan@gmail.com
jostermiller@utah.gov
spdbh@gwi.net
latimor1@msu.edu
Alexander.laurie@epa.gov
pmedvick@earthlink.net
pfwagner@gmail.com
sclinto1@uncc.edu
kizagates@gmail.com
jason.taylor@ars.usda.gov

Minutes of the May 18, 2015 SPC meeting in Milwaukee: 6 members in attendance:
a) SPC Policy Statements and other documents now available on SFS web site. Further
documents to be added
b) Web resources: SPC Chairs again requested: i) a forum page for members so we can
tract and discuss issues; ii) a page to post draft and final letters; c) email address
“button” on main SFS web page for SPC chairs so all SFS members can easily send us
information and new issues. Server and Web page are being updated so it may now be
possible to get these resources so membership can interact better with SPC.
c) Election of Ron Griffiths as the SPC representative to the Stewardship Awards
Committee.
d) Election of Ron Griffiths and Mike Paul as Co-Chairs for 2015-2017.
e) New initiatives for 2015-2016: Members at the SPC meeting agreed to lead the listed
issue(s) over the next year:
Jason Taylor
Kiza Gates
Dan Auerbach
Sandra M. Clinton
Mike Paul
Ronald Griffiths

Environmental Flow effects (eFLOWs) – possible policy statement
Environmental Flow effects (eFLOWs) – possible policy statement
Environmental Flow effects (eFLOWs) – possible policy statement
Nutrient Criteria for N.C. state/ Coal ash issue.
“Waters of the United States Rule” Science Advisory Board-EPA
a) Pacific – Atlantic canal through Nicaragua.
b) Frame new Policy Statements around Landscape Remediation
Activities (riparian cover, dam removal, stormwater flows, natural
flows, watershed naturalization, reduced sediment and nutrient
loading, off-line ponds)
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Post-May 2015 Meeting:
President signed letter of support for protection of Lake Ohrid.
New member: Michael Shupryt from Wisconsin joined the SPC in March 2016.

Signed:
Ronald W. Griffiths
Co-Chair, Science Policy Committee
May 16, 2016

International Coordination Committee
INTERNATIONAL COORDINATION COMMITTEE (ICC)
Co-Chairs:
Blanca Ríos-Touma (Ecuador)
Alonso Ramírez (Puerto Rico)
Members:
Ivan Arismendi (Chile)
Mark Gessner (Germany)
Michael T. Monaghan (Germany)
Yushun Che (USA)
Masaru Sakai (Japan)
Len Ferrington (USA)
Alexander Milner (UK)
Daniel von Schiller (Spain)
John Morse (USA)
Tim Moulton (Brazil)
Piet F.M. Verdonschot (Netherland)
Sylvester Ogbogu (Nigeria)
Thibault Datry (France)
Scott Larned (New Zealand)
Mario Brauns (Germany)
Sonja Jaehnig (Germany)
Marco Cantonati (Italy)
Report for the 2015-2016 period
1- During this past year, the ICC was focused on the organization of a special session at the
SFS Sacramento annual meeting.
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Challenges in Freshwater Conservation. Organized by Blanca Rios-Touma and
Alonso Ramirez, from the International Committee. The special session will count with
18 contributions from all continents. This session promises to be a very exciting
international contribution to the meeting. It was made possible with support from the SFS
Strategic Plan.
2- ICC membership turnover: We are having little response from our ICC members, in terms of
providing feedback to email communications. This is likely due to the busy agenda that we all
have. However, the ICC is currently evaluating committee composition to have a global
representation, surveying potential new members, and assessing whether part of our current
members want to rotate out the committee.
Future plans:
1- Interacting with international chapters. The ICC is also exploring how to support international
chapters. The ICC will work on maintaining chapters interconnected and informed of each other
activities.
2- List of international Freshwater Societies: The list includes contact information and web page,
when available, for each society. The ICC in coordination with the SFS web page committee
has produced a web map (e.g., using Google earth tool facilities) that includes all
information gathered up to date on other freshwater societies around the planet. We will
continue working with the web page committee to maintain the map accessible from SFS web
page.
3- Given the importance of attracting international participants to improve SFS international
presence, the ICC will explore ways in which SFS can facilitate the participation of students in
our meetings. Activities include: gathering information on funding opportunities for international
students, exploring ways to help students obtain their visas to the USA, and work with the new
international chapters to expand their membership.

Conservation and Environmental Issues Committee
Eric Strauss, Chair
The Conservation and Environmental Issues Committee (CEIC) has one item to report:
1) Three graduate students submitted applications for the Graduate Student Conservation
Research Award in 2016. This is a decrease from previous two years: 17 and 10 applicants,
but similar to that of 2013 (2 applicants). The CEIC Graduate Student Conservation
Research Award grant this year is a single $1000 grant + meeting registration award. The
2016 award was presented to:
Jessica T. Grady, Austin Peay State University
Research Proposal: Drivers of phenotypic diversity in a speciose and highly imperiled
group of fishes, the Darters (Percidae: Etheostomatinae)
Major Advisor: Dr. Rebecca Blanton Johansen
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Education and Diversity Committee
Matthew McTammany, Chair
The Education and Diversity Committee has been very active over the past year, running
several programs at the 2015 annual meeting in Milwaukee and planning programs for the
upcoming annual meeting in Sacramento. Specifically, the programs coordinated by the EDC for
the 2015 annual meeting included the Instars mentoring program for undergraduate students
from under-represented groups, a special session of presentations targeted at undergraduates,
and a pre-meeting workshop to train K-12 educators in stream ecology. Each of these programs
contributes to the goals of the EDC to develop and promote diversity in SFS and to provide
educational opportunities for members and other educators.
The Instars program ran for the fifth time at the Milwaukee annual meeting and has
grown from 6 students in 2011 to 15students last year, thanks to continued support from the
SFS Executive Committee. The Instars Planning Committee (Checo Colón-Gaud, Judy Li,
Patina Mendez, Tamara Sluss, Marcelo Ardón-Sayao, and Krista Capps) is part of the EDC but
functions fairly independently in developing its program for Instars Fellows and recruiting Instars
Mentors. One exciting step for Instars is seeing former undergraduate Fellows now becoming
graduate student Mentors in the program. There is interest in tracking career paths of Instars
participants and mentors, but a formal mechanism has not been identified. Along with this
assessment, the EDC is interested in publishing an assessment of Instars based on its 5 year
existence. EDC received funding from SFS Executive to continue the Instars program in
upcoming years and has been discussing ideas for future funding and recruitment opportunities.
Specifically, Checo and Marcelo are looking into the NSF-Transforming Undergraduate
Education in STEM program, among other possibilities.
During Instars, Fellows and Mentors have several opportunities to interact formally and
informally in a half-day, pre-meeting orientation workshop, multiple networking activities with
peers and mentors during the meeting, and opportunities to present undergraduate research in
general sessions with friendly review from SFS members. One workshop idea to help Instars
participants develop professionally is a workshop on giving an “elevator talk” about their
research. Judy Li and Krista Capps initiated a session of invited presentations in 2013 to
educate undergraduates about the current state of research in freshwater science. This special
session continued last year with 8 invited talks and 3 contributed posters thanks to the efforts of
Carla Atkinson and Zacchaeus Compson. For the upcoming SFS conference in Sacramento,
Matt Cover is coordinating the special session. This session of presentations aimed at
undergraduates is only one of several opportunities for Instars participants to interact with
members of SFS, and EDC is discussing making this session a permanent session for future
SFS annual meetings.
Stroud Water Research Center partnered with the EDC to conduct a one-day workshop
for teachers and environmental educators on the Leaf Pack Network. The day before the annual
meeting in Milwaukee began, Tara Muenz (Education Programs Manager, Stroud Water
Research Center) led a very successful workshop for 24 local educators at the University of
Wisconsin – Milwaukee School for Freshwater Sciences. The workshop started at the School
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and then headed into the field after lunch to collect and process leaf packs that were placed in
the stream by Jerry Kaster and two of his students. This workshop provides a great opportunity
to train educators from local schools and outdoor education programs in using leaf packs as a
tool to learn about stream ecosystems and environmental health, and the participants were very
engaged and excited about the process and how to implement it with their students. EDC
received support from the SFS Executive Committee to bring education training staff from
Stroud to the conference to hold this workshop and to offset costs for workshop participants.
Stroud received funding from the SFS Executive Committee to offer the workshop again in
California, and we expect similar success at this year’s event. EDC and Stroud are excited to
work with staff from the Sacramento River Watershed Program to hold the workshop on
Saturday, May 21, 2016.
In addition to events at the annual meeting, the EDC has been active in other ways.
First, Pat Edwards spearheaded an effort to publish an article about the poster session for over
200 middle and high school students that was held at the JASM in 2014. The poster session
was coordinated by Pat and included students from 10 Portland area schools participating in the
Cascades to Coast GK-12 program. Based on our experience, Pat Edwards, Linda George
(professor at Portland State University and PI on Cascades to Coast GK-12 NSF grant), and
Matt McTammany (EDC Chair) submitted a manuscript to EOS, Transactions American
Geophysical Union, which was published in December 2015 (https://eos.org/projectupdates/next-generation-scientists-get-taste-future-careers). EDC would like to continue offering
such an event at its annual meeting, but it is extremely difficult to coordinate. As a result of the
time-window required for incorporating this type of event into the annual meeting, we did not
attempt to organize a symposium for middle and high school students at the Sacramento
meeting but are considering how to run this event again, perhaps in Raleigh 2017.
Randy Fuller (past SFS president and EDC member) and Matt McTammany have been
working with the Consortium of Aquatic Scientific Societies (CASS), specifically representatives
from ASLO, PSA, and SWS, to coordinate activities for a display booth at the biennial USA
Science and Engineering Festival. The festival will be held in Washington, DC on April 15-17,
2016 and attracts over 10,000 K-12 students. Such an event presents a great opportunity for
SFS to interact with students and other scientists. Matt has been recruiting volunteers from the
DC area to represent SFS at the booth and will be participating in the festival on Saturday and
Sunday. Activities for the booth include live aquatic insects in finger bowls, a “selfie booth” with
field gear for students to take photos of themselves dressed as aquatic biologists, and displays
about aquatic ecology and roles of aquatic science professionals. We hope the event is
successful and useful for SFS.
Beyond these activities that EDC coordinated in the past year, we also have been trying
to further educational training and resources for SFS members. The teaching workshop we
developed for the 2015 annual meeting was canceled due to lack of interest during registration.
We have not developed plans for a future workshop but are considering how to attract people to
teaching workshops, perhaps by holding a joint workshop with the Student Resources
Committee like in years past. We have not been able to prepare educational materials to share
with SFS and the public via the SFS website due to the large number of activities EDC has been
involved with. However, we hope an active group from within the EDC will review and develop
materials for education and outreach, perhaps by expanding information around SFS podcasts
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to use in courses. Along these lines, the EDC needs to play a role in website development and
hopes it can contribute in meaningful ways.
As you can see, the EDC has been busy over the past year, and we will continue
seeking opportunities to improve the visibility and influence of SFS in education and diversity
programs within and beyond SFS. Major goals are to continue the Instars mentoring program
and assess its success, to expand outreach to educators for incorporating freshwater science in
K-12 classrooms, to pursue holding another poster session for middle and high school students,
and to develop and promote educational materials for use in courses at different levels. The
EDC is grateful for the support it has received from the SFS Executive Committee over the past
several years and has discussed seeking external funding for its continuing or new programs.
Questions remain about this, but we believe the potential and interest are there.

Sponsorship and Development Committee
Lucinda Johnson, Co-Chair
Al Steinman, Co-Chair
March 23, 2016
The Sponsorship and Development Committee (SDC) has been in existence for four
years. The Committee consists of co-chairs Al Steinman and Lucinda Johnson, as well as four
(4) members to the committee. Two of these 4 members will serve 3-year terms, and two will
serve 1-year terms and be members of the Local Arrangements Subcommittee who preferably
reside in or near the city of the annual meeting. The committee shall also include the following
ex officio members: Chair of the Long-Range Planning Committee, Chair of the Student Awards
Sub-committee, Chair of the Annual Meeting Committee, and Chair of the Graduate Resources
Committee.
In 2016, both Al Steinman and Lucinda Johnson agreed to serve a second 3-yr term as
co-chairs (2016-2018). Bern Sweeney and Christy Geraci also agreed to serve second 3-yr
terms (2016-2018), with the new 1-yr members being Nick Macias and Jim Harrington (Local
Arrangements). In addition, the ex officio members include Nick Aumen (Long-Range Planning
Committee); Peggy Morgan (Student Awards Sub-committee); Jay Jones (Annual Meeting
Committee); and Petra Kranzfelter (Graduate [now Student] Resources Committee).
Activities over the past year focused on fundraising for the Annual SFS Meeting in
Sacramento, CA in May, 2016. Efforts began last year with several email exchanges with
representatives from the Local Arrangements Committee, but progress has been limited.
Indeed, the lack of success in fundraising this past year raises two critical issues: (1) fundraising
at the local (i.e., host city) level must begin two years prior to the meeting, to allow adequate
time for relations to be established; and (2) more emphasis must be placed on national and
international donors, who will provide funding irrespective of where the meeting is being held.
We make two recommendations to help address the above issues. First, even with a 2year lead time, it is essential that people developing relationships and ultimately making asks
have the appropriate skill set to be successful; these are skills that are absent in most
academics. While the current SDC co-chairs do have experience in this arena, they have fulltime jobs and it is unrealistic to expect them to devote time and energy to this very significant
task—rather, we need a dedicated individual, trained in Donor Development, to be assigned this
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important task. Second, we recommend a dedicated, dependable, long-term funding strategy to
supplement the current approach of relying on local, annual donations, which vary considerably
from year to year. In short, we recommend a donation box on annual membership forms for
members to donate to an endowment fund to help support Society activities.
Submitted by Al Steinman and Lucinda Johnson
Freshwater Science Business Manager's Report
Irwin Polls
FRESHWATER SCIENCE
BUSINESS MANAGER'S REPORT1
VOLUME 34 (2015)
In 2015, the total revenue for Volume 34 of Freshwater Science was $170,044.
Individual member and institutional subscriptions accounted for 15.2 and 51.5%, respectively, of
the total Journal revenue. 24.1% of the Journal revenue was from page charges. Page charge
revenue was lower than projected because a number of page charge invoices were not
transmitted to authors during 2015. The unpaid invoices ($9,460) were transmitted in May 2016.
Open access accounted for 5.4% of the total Journal income. The remaining 3.8% of income
was from permissions and back issue sales.
The total number of pages printed in Freshwater Science during 2015 was 1,600. The
total expenses for Volume 34 of Freshwater Science were $180,656. Fixed Journal production
costs including composition (typesetting), manufacturing (printing) and mailing/postage
accounted for 24.8% of Journal expenses. 65.5% of the Journal expenses were for editorial
services, business management, and production staff. The remaining 9.7% of Journal expenses
were for marketing and computer.
Overall, Freshwater Science had an excess of expenses over income of $10,612 for
2015. It should be noted that the additional page charge revenue from the unpaid invoices
($9,460) will somewhat offset the 2015 journal deficit.
Irwin Polls
Business Manager
Freshwater Science

1

Prepared by Irwin Polls May 2016
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FRESHWATER SCIENCE
FINANCIAL STATEMENT1
VOLUME 34 (2015)
REVENUES
Member Subscriptions
Institutional Subscriptions
Page Charges
Open Access
Rights and Permissions
Single Issue Sale

$25,848
87,552
40,9152
9,200
6,146
383

TOTAL REVENUES

$170,044

EXPENSES
Composition
Manufacturing
Mailing/Postage
Editor
Assistant Editor
Business Manager
Technical Editor
Press Business Services
Marketing
Computer

$18,867
21,677
4,178
34,462
30,188
15,912
4,640
33,231
17,091
410

TOTAL EXPENSES

$180,656

EXCESS EXPENSES OVER INCOME

1

<$10,612>

Prepared by Irwin Polls May 2016
Page charge revenue is lower than projected because a number of page charge invoices were
not transmitted to authors during 2015. The additional 2015 page charge revenue ($9,460) will
be included in the 2016 financial statement.
2
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FRESHWATER SCIENCE
2015 FINANCIAL STATEMENT1
SUMMARY INFORMATION
REVENUE
Member subscription2:
868 @ $15 = $13,020 (regular) - 6% fee ($781.12) = $12,238.88
22 @ $15 = $330 (regular) - 3% fee ($9.90) = $320.10
155 @ $15 = $2,325 (young professional) - 6% fee ($139.50) = $2,185.50
7 @ $15 = $105 (young professional) – 3% fee ($3.15) = $101.85
468 @ $10 = $4,680 (student) - 6% fee ($280.8) = $4,399.20
4 @ $10 = $40 (student) - 3% fee ($1.20) = $38.80
Total member electronic access income3 = $19,284.33
90 @ $75 = $6,750 (paper) - 6% fee ($405) = $6,345
3 @ $75 = $225 (paper) - 3% fee ($6.75) = $218.25
Total member paper copy income3 = $ 6,563.25
Total number of institutional subscriptions = 496
$30/page author billing
EXPENSES
Volume 34 production costs for 1600 printed pages.

1

Prepared Irwin Polls May 2016
Electronic access fee waived for journal staff, Associate editors, and Emeritus members.
3
Net revenue
2
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FRESHWATER SCIENCE
2015 FINANCIAL STATEMENT1
SUMMARY INFORMATION
The 2015 Journal financial statement does not include income generated by the Journal
Reserve Investment Fund. The Reserve Fund income (interest and dividends) for 2015 was
$8,322.
The 2015 Journal financial statement does not include miscellaneous expenses.
Miscellaneous expenses included annual meeting expenses, BioOne Publishers meeting,
University Chicago Press staff meeting, page charge waivers, open access waivers, and color
pages. Total miscellaneous expenses for 2015 were $16,628.
FRESHWATER SCIENCE CHECKING ACCOUNT
The balance in the Journal’s checking account on December 31, 2015 was $76,850.
FRESHWATER SCIENCE RESERVE INVESTMENT FUND
The balance in the Journal’s Reserve Fund on December 31, 2015 was $268,344.
1

Prepared Irwin Polls May 2016
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FRESHWATER SCIENCE
REVISED 2016 BUDGET1
The 2016 estimated budget for Freshwater Science was initially prepared in May 2015. The 2016
Journal budget was revised in October 2015, and updated in May 2016 to reflect current financial
information. Adjustments to the Journal budget are shown in blue.
In May 2015, the Board of Directors and Society members approved an increase in the electronic
access fee to Freshwater Science that will result in added income. Compared to 2015, it is estimated that
the number of Society members will not noticeably change in 2016. It is projected that the number of
institutional subscriptions will increase to 525 in 2016 resulting in additional revenue. Page charge income
in 2016 will be higher than projected because $9,460 of page charge revenue is from 2015 unpaid author
invoices. Supplementary page charges in 2016 will also result from fees assessed to authors who publish
in excess of 13 pages.
The significant backlog of accepted papers awaiting publication was published during 2015. A
higher rejection rate for submitted papers and a reduction in the number of manuscripts submitted for
publication have resulted in a decrease in the number of printed pages to be published in 2016. It is
projected that 1600 pages will be published in 2016. Journal production costs including staff are projected
to increase by 3% in 2016.
Overall, the revised Journal budget for 2016 indicates that the Journal budget will provide
adequate revenues for payment of production expenses.
Irwin Polls
Business Manager
Freshwater Science

1

Journal budget revised by Irwin Polls May 2016
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FRESHWATER SCIENCE
REVISED 2016 BUDGET1
REVENUE
Member Subscriptions
Institutional Subscriptions
Page Charges

$39,988 (44,862)
94,391
59,4602 (50,000)

Open Access
Rights and Permissions
Single Issue Sale

6,000 (6,400)
6,000 (8,240)
350
TOTAL REVENUE

$206,189

EXPENSES
Composition
Manufacturing
Mailing/Postage

19,433 (26,022)
22,327 (31,790)
4,303 (7,185)

Editor
Assistant Editor
Technical Editor
Business Manager
Press Business Services
Marketing
Computer

35,496 (35,020)
33,360
9,600
16,392
42,831
8,000
500
TOTAL EXPENSES
EXCESS INCOME OVER EXPENSES

$192,242
$13,947

1

Prepared by Irwin Polls May 2016

2

Page charge income includes unpaid 2015 page charge revenue invoiced in 2016.
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FRESHWATER SCIENCE
REVISED 2016 BUDGET1
ASSUMPTIONS
REVENUE
Member Electronic Subscriptions2:
875 @ $30 = $26,250 (regular) -3% fee ($788) = $25,462
155 @ $25 = $3,875 (young professional) -3% fee ($116) = $3,759
470 @ $10 = $4,700 (student) -3% fee ($141) = $4,559
Total society member subscription fees3 = $33,780
Member Print Subscriptions:
80 @ $80 = $6,400 (paper) -3% fee ($192) = $6,208
Total society member print subscription income3 = $6,208
Total institutional subscriptions are projected to be 525 in 2016.
Institutional income projection is based on a 6% increase (includes subscriptions growth and
rate increase) over the 2015 institutional income.
A total of 125 manuscripts are estimated to be published in 2016.
The average length of a manuscript is 12 pages.
20% of manuscripts (25) are projected to exceed the 13 page limit by 4 pages.
125 manuscripts X 12 pages = 1500 pages X $30/page = $45,000
25 manuscripts X 4 additional pages = 100 pages X $50/page = $5,000
15 manuscripts estimated to request open access.
EXPENSES
Total printed pages = 1600.
Composition, manufacturing, and mailing/postage: (3% increase, over 2015).
Editor, Assistant Editor, and Business Manager: (3% increase over 2015).
Press Business Services: (increase includes amount equal to Technical Editor’s annual salary).

1

Prepared by Irwin Polls May 2016

2

Member fee waived for journal staff, Associate editors, and Emeritus members.

3

Net revenue
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FRESHWATER SCIENCE
ESTIMATED 2017 BUDGET1
It is projected that the total number of Society members in 2017 will not change
considerably compared to 2016. Continued marketing of Freshwater Science in Asia, Europe,
and North American will result in additional institutional subscriptions. The University of Chicago
Press (UCP) expects that the number of institutional subscriptions will increase by 8% in 2017,
resulting in additional income. Revenues from page charges and open access will not change
compared to 2016. A $150 fee for a color page will be implemented in 2017 resulting in
additional income.
Sixteen hundred (1,600) pages are scheduled to be printed during 2017. Production
expenses will not substantially change in 2017 because it is projected that the number of printed
pages will not increase compared to 2016. The Memorandum of Agreement includes a 3%
annual increase for Journal and UCP staff.
Overall, it is estimated that the projected Journal income for 2017 will provide adequate
revenues for payment of production expenses. No increase in electronic subscription fees for
Society members is recommended for 2017.

Irwin Polls
Business Manager
Freshwater Science

1

Prepared by Irwin Polls May 2016
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FRESHWATER SCIENCE
2017 ESTIMATED BUDGET1
REVENUE
Member Subscriptions
Institutional Subscriptions
Page Charges
Open Access
Color Pages
Rights and Permissions
Single Issue Sale

$39,367
104,934
50,000
6,000
4,500
6,500
350
TOTAL REVENUE

$211,651

EXPENSES
Composition
Manufacturing
Mailing/Postage
Editor
Assistant Editor
Technical Editor
Business Manager
Press Business Services
Marketing
Computer

20,016
22,997
4,432
36,534
34,360
9,888
16,884
44,116
8,000
500
TOTAL EXPENSES
EXCESS INCOME OVER EXPENSES

1

Prepared by Irwin Polls May 2016

61

$197,727
$13,924

FRESHWATER SCIENCE
2017 ESTIMATED BUDGET1
ASSUMPTIONS
REVENUE
Member Electronic Subscriptions2:
875 @ $30 = $26,250 (regular) -3% fee ($788) = $25,462
155 @ $25 = $3,875 (young professional) -3% fee ($116) = $3,759
470 @ $10 = $4,700 (student) -3% fee ($141) = $4,559
Total society member subscription fees3 = $33,780
Member Print Subscriptions:
72 @ $80 = $5,760 (paper) -3% fee ($173) = $5,587
Total society member print subscription income3 = $5,587
Total institutional subscriptions are projected to be 560 in 2017.
Institutional income projection is based on an 8% increase (includes circulation growth and rate
increase) above the 2016 institutional income.
A total of 125 manuscripts are estimated to be published in 2017.
The average length of a manuscript is 12 pages.
20% of manuscripts (25) are projected to exceed the 13 page limit by 4 pages.
125 manuscripts X 12 pages = 1500 pages X $30/page = $45,000
25 manuscripts X 4 additional pages = 100 pages X $50/page = $5,000
30 pages estimated to be color.
15 manuscripts estimated to request open access.
EXPENSES
Total printed pages = 1,600.
Composition, manufacturing, and mailing/postage: (3% increase).
Editor, Assistant Editor, Business Manager, Technical Editor: (3% increase).
Press Business Services: (3% increase).
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Member fee waived for journal staff, Associate editors, and Emeritus members.
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Net revenue
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Secretary’s Report
Summary of BOD Motions and Votes
2015/2016 Term
Submitted 4/17/2016 by Sue Norton
Note: BOD Meetings not included had no motions or votes.
Meeting: May 17, 2015
Motion
Al Steinman moved to accept the consent agenda. [The consent agenda includes approval of
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Minutes from March BoD Meeting
Society Financial Report
Journal Financial Report
Secretary’s Report
Standing Committee Annual Reports]

The motion was seconded.
Discussion: none
Vote (by voice): All in favor, none opposed, no abstentions
The motion carried
Motion
Al Steinman: Accept the Raleigh venue on May 14-18
The motion was seconded.
Discussion: The dates are bad. Graduation is Saturday; Mothers Day is Sunday. Other
dates? It would have to be the 2nd week of June. Find out if ASLO is committed for that week?
The rates might change. Note that June 3-9 will likely conflict with IAGLR.
Motion: Kim Haag proposed a friendly amendment: Al Steinman approved the friendly
amendment.
Motion: Al Steinman moved to accept the Raleigh venue on June 3-9.
Vote (by voice): All in favor, none opposed, no abstentions. The motion carried
*Randy will talk personally with Lucinda about the potential conflict between the Raleigh
meeting dates and IAGLR [secretary’s note: Action not needed, because IAGLR is meeting a
different week in 2017].
Motion
Al Steinman moved to retire the perpetual plaques
The motion was seconded.
Discussion: What to do with them? We need to set up a perpetual plaque page.
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Dave Stayer: Friendly amendment: replace the perpetual plaques with the virtual
plaque.
Al Steinman accepted the friendly amendment.
The motion was seconded.
Discussion: none
Vote (by voice): All in favor, none opposed, no abstentions
Motion
Al Steinman moved to entrust plaques to Joy to bring to the next meeting.
The motion was seconded.
Discussion: None
Vote (by voice): All in favor, none opposed, no abstentions
Motion
Kim Haag moved: In order to create a sustainable solution for the unanticipated growth of
FWS, the BOD:
1. Authorizes up to 20K from the reserve fund of the society and up to 20K from the
reserve fund of the journal to cover any the excess annual operating expenses incurred
during 2015 and 2016 to publish the FWS backlog.
2. Recommends the membership approve an access fee increase beginning in 2016 of
$15 for regular members and $10 for young professional members to help offset
expenses associated with the increased size of the journal.
The motion was seconded:
Discussion: Can we increase page charges? Not a dues issue—journal can take that
action unilaterally. What if a Board Member doesn’t like #2? Then vote the motion
down and we will rephrase.
Vote (hand) 16 in favor none opposed, no abstentions.
The motion carried.
Motion
Mike Paul moved to give Dave an authority to sign the petition [re: Protect Lake Ohrid] of behalf
of the society.
The motion was seconded
Vote (by voice) all in favor, none opposed, no abstentions.
The motion carried.
Motion
Randy Fuller moved to recommend that the society amend the bylaws to change the name of
assistant to the president to vice president.
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The motion was seconded:
Discussion: none
Vote (by voice) all in favor, none opposed, no abstentions.
The motion carried.
Meeting: September 10, 2015
MOTION
Emma moved to fund the three proposals. [LPRC: Instarts, Leaf Pack, ICC special session]
The motion was seconded. There was no discussion.
Vote: all in favor, none opposed, no abstentions. The motion carried.
MOTION
Mike Swift moved to accept the projected budget from Kim.
The motion was seconded.
Vote: all in favor, none opposed, no abstentions. The motion carried.
MOTION
Mike Swift moved to allocate the silent auction proceeds (starting from Milwaukee meeting) to
the SRC budget to support undergraduate travel awards.
The motion was seconded.
Discussion: The Travel award will be allocated in round increments. Any remainder will be
rolled forward.
Vote: all in favor, none opposed. The motion carried.
Meeting: December 10, 2015
MOTION
Mike Swift moved to recommend that the memberships approve the bylaws changes. [re:
Journal Endowment Committee membership]
The motion was seconded Kim Haag.
Vote: all in favor, none opposed, no abstentions. The motion carried.
MOTION
Kim Haag moved to adopt the Diversity Statement.
The motion was seconded Matt Whiles.
Vote: all in favor, none opposed, no abstentions. The motion carried.

65

MOTION
Matt Whiles moved to approve that SFS makes up the shortfall in the endowment interest in
dividends, so the endowment committee can continue to award 20K as they have been in the
past (will be 2-3K).
The motion was seconded by Emily Bernhardt.
Vote: all in favor, none opposed, no abstentions. The motion carried.

Meeting: March 10, 2016
MOTION
Kim Haag moved: [re: stipend for the new webmaster position] Offer $6000/year (which
corresponds estimate $50 /hour for 120 hours), then reevaluate after one year.
The motion was seconded.
Vote (by hand and voice): All in favor, none opposed, no abstentions. The motion passed
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